


Editorial

WE have come nearly to the end
of all things. and yet it is diffi-
cull lor some of our church

members, and even some leaders, to ac-
cept the fact that we arc in the final hours
of our probation. Some arc even planning
for the twenty-tirst century. Arc we ready
to dclay the coming of the Lord by our
indifference to the message of warning
and reproof given by the angel to the
Laodiccan church, the last church in the
final hour of probationary time?

God knows our work, our spiritual
condition: U And unto the angel of the
church of the Laodiccans write; These
things saith the Amen, the nlithful and true
witness, the beginning of the creation of
God; I know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot: I would thou wcrt cold or hot.
So then because tholl art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of
my mouth. Because thOll sayest, I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art
WfCtched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked." Revelation 3: 14-1 7.

Those who refuse to accept the mes-
sage to Laodieea will be spewed out: "To
those who arc indi fferent at this time
Christ's warning is 'Because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
spew thee out of my mouth.' Revelation
3: 16. The ligllre of spewing out of His
mouth ITwans that He cannot ofler up your
prayers or your expressions of love to
God. I-Ie cannot endorse your teaching of
His Word or your spiritual work in any-
wise. He cannot present your religious
exercises with the request that grace be
given you." Teslimonies, vol. 6, 408.

The signs of the times are now omi-
nOliS. There are floods and earthqllakes.
The nations are angry. International revolu-
tions are everywhere. Even in our beloved
countlY internal strife is rampant. If we
refuse the message to the Laodiceans there

2 Our Firm FOl/l/dt/lion April 1995

will soon come a time when our High Priest
will no longer ofTer up our prayers. Jesus
said that many are called, but few will be
ehosen. See Matthew 22: 14. Why? Ellen
White lells LIS that only a few Seventh-day
Adventists will receive the counsel of the
True Witness and survive the great shaking
now taking place just before probation
closes. See Testimonies, vol. I, 608-609;
vol. 5, 10,50, 136; vol. 8,41.

God wams us: ,< Let LIS thank the Lord
that while this class is so numerOllS, there
is still time for repentance. Jesus says, 'I,
your Redeemer, know your works. I am
familiar with the motives that prompt you
to declare boastingly in regard to your
spiritual condition, 'I am rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have need of
nothing.' Thou 'knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked.'

"Those who are in this condition arc
willfully ignorant. They do notdiscem the
real character of sin. By their wrongdoing
they constantly misrepresent the character
of Christ and put Him to open shame."
The Seven/h-day Ad"ell/is/ Bible Com-
mentCIIY, vol. 7, 963.

Laodicca must understand that the
message to the Laodiceans carries the
admonition to all leaders and laymen to
develop the perfect character of Jesus, not
by what we can do, but what God can and
will do, if we allow the Holy Spirit to
work in us.

U Much excellent labor was bestowed
upon the Laodicean church. To them was
given the eXhortation, 'Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your l:'ather which is in
heaven is perfect.' Blit the church did not
follow lip the work beglln by God's mes-
sengers. They heard, but they lai led to
appropriate the truth to themselves, and to
carry out the instruction given them. The
result that followed is the result always
sure to lollow the rejection of the Lord's
warnings and entreaties." Ibid., 964.

"Christ sees that which man does not
see. He sees the sins which, if not re-
pentcd of, will exhaust the patience of a
10ng-slifTering God. Christ cannot take lip
the names of those who are satisfied in

their own He cannot im-
portune in behalf of a people who feel no
nced of His help, who claim to know and
possess everything." Ibid.
"The Laodicean message hus been

sounding. Take this message in all its
phases and sound it forth to the people
wherever Providence opens the way. Jus-
tification by faith and the righteousness of
Christ are the themes to be presented to a
perishing world." Ibid.

And so, dear reader, only God knows
how much time we have lefl. Blit the
evidence is overwhelming that the end is at
aliI' door. What will we do now? Repent;
buy the gold tried in the lire--faith that
works by love and purifies the soul. Divine
love that follows true repentance must be
our daily experience. We must respond to
all of life's situations as Jesus did. See
Testimonies, vol. 5, 233. The character of
Christ must be perlectly reproduced in
God's faithful people before we can make a
demonstration for God in the loud cry
movement. The latter rain will fall only on
those who have the experience ofovercom-
ing all hereditary and cultivated weakness
to evil. See Chrisl '.I' Object Lessons, 69;
The Desire a/Ages, 311-313, 671; Testi-
monies 10 Minislers, 506-508.

"The counsel of the True Witness docs
not represent those who are lukewarm as in
a hopeless case. There is yet a chance to
remedy their state, and the Laodicean mes-
sage is full ofencouragement; forthe back-
slidden church may yet buy the gold of faith
and love, may yet have thc white robe oflhc
righteousncss of Christ, that thc shamc of
their nakedness need not appear. Purity of
heart, purity of motive, may yet charac-
terize those who are hal theaned and who
are striving to serve both God and mam-
mon. They may yet wash their robes of
character and make them white in the blood
of the Lamb," The Sevenlh-day AdvelJ/ist
Bible Commel7lGlY, vol. 7, 966.

There is hope f'or Laodicea; praisc
God for that! Let us heed the counsel
before it is forever too late.

Ron Sp."r, EDITOR
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Arise, Go Over This Jordan

Judd Harris is a pen name.

At Kadesh, manifesting preference for
human guidance over the divine, the chil-
dren ofIsrael proposed that spies be sent
to survey the country. God granted their
request, but it was the undoing of Israel.
See Patriarchs and Prophets, 387.

Upon the return of the twelve spies,
ten of them manifested lack of faith in
God's promise to lead them in, byempha-
sizing the difficulties. Only Caleb and
Joshua urged obedience and trust in God's
guidance. The traitorous (to God) ten
spies listed the well-fortified walled cities
and giants as preventing their entrance
into Canaan. In reality it was the wicked
unbelief of the people in God and His
messengers that delayed their possession
of the Promised Land:

"The traitors had done their work. If
only the two men had brought the evil
report, and all the ten had encouraged
them to possess the land in the name of
the Lord, they would still have taken the
advice of the two in preference to the ten,
because of their wicked unbelief." Patri-
archs and Prophets, 390.

Because of their unbelief God had to
tell them that they would continue wan-
dering in the desert for forty years until
the rebellious ones died off and a new
generation came that would obey God's
guidance and directives. This message
from God is one of the saddest ever given
to His people. See Numbers 14:20-35.

Upon hearing of their fate, the rebel-
HallS Israelites experienced a"revival and
reformation" that involved a willingness
to do what God had originally asked them
to do, but by their own human wisdom,
strength, and plans, rather than by those of
God's directions. They took up arms and
engaged the Amalekites in battle but,
depending upon the arm of flesh, they
were severely defeated. With the failure
ofhuman plans to accomplish God's work
"Nothing remained for Israel but to fall
back from the face of their victorious foes,
into the wilderness, knowing that here
must be the grave ofa whole generation."
Patriarchs and Prophets, 394. They had
failed to learn the lesson that God's will
and work are not accomplished by man's
wisdom and ways "but by strict obedi-
ence to His commands." Ibid., 392.
At another time and in another place,

another time prophecy was coming to a
close. The time was fulfilled to gather
modern Israel out ofspiritual Babylon and
Egypt and to take them into the Promised
Earth made new. "And he said unto me,

miracle Moses had been established as
God's visible leader and mouthpiece
(messenger) under Christ, the Invisible
Head. See ibid., 1117.

It had taken only a little over one
year after Israel came out of Egypt for
them to arrive at Kadesh to the south,
but not far from the borders of Canaan.
See Patriarchs and Prophets, 387; The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. I, 187. It was not God's plan
that there be a delay in the entrance of
Israel into the Promised Land. He had
promised to lead them safely into Ca-
naan if they would follow His guidance.
See ibid., 1118.

I Judd Harris

GOD was in the process ofbringing
His people Israel into the Prom-
ised Land. The pagans of Canaan

had filled their cup of iniquity. The four-
hundred-year time period of affiiction
prophesied for the seed of Abraham was
fulfilled. At its end God had promised to
return Abraham's descendants to the
Promised Land. See Genesis 15:13-14,
16; The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. I, 185. In the fullness
of time God had delivered Israel from
Egyptian bondage through His mighty
miracle-working powers. Christ had just
recently declared His Ten Laws from
Mount Sinai, and through miracle after
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Man cannot possibly stretch over that gulf
that has been made by the workers who

have not been following the divine Leader. We
may have to remain here in this world because
of insubordination many more years.

Unto two thousand and three hundred
days; then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed." Daniel 8:14. The Midnight Cry
of "Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go
ye out to meet him." (Matthew 25 :6), was
sounded by thousands of voices and
reached every missionary station on earth.
See The Great Controversy, 611. As
every Seventh-day Adventist knows, it
was believed that October 22, 1844,
marking the end of the 2300-day/year
prophecy, was the time Christ was to
return to this earth to cleanse it from sin
and sinners and to take the saints to
heaven. When the time came and went
without the return of Christ, we can only
imagine the bitterness of the Disappoint-
ment in what was not the result of a
rebellious heart, but of a misunderstand-
ing heart. Of the approximately 500,000
pre-1844 Adventists, only about fifty re-
mained faithful and formed a "little
flock" that entered by faith with Christ
within the veil of the Most Holy Place of
the heavenly sanctuary.

As this small group came to under-
stand, they were to prophesy again and to
give the three angels' messages to the
whole world. These messages were to
invite every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people to enter in with Christ into the
experience of the great day of atone-
ment-a time for every soul to participate
with Christ in the final putting away of
sin, ofa full removal of rebellion from the
human heart that they might be fitted to
then cross over into the heavenly Canaan.
Their message was to be:

"The people of God must puriJY their
souls through obedience to the truth, and be
prepared to stand without fault beforeHim at
His coming" SelectedMessages, book 1,68.

Thus this Disappointment of modem
Israel was ordered ofGod not to end, but to
begin the journey ofHis remnant people-
the Seventh-day Adventist Church-
through the antitypical day of atonement.
This cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary
and of Christ's people on earth had no
prophesied time duration. See Revelation
10:5--{i. It was to end, however, with those
who participated in the cleansing from sin
of remaining within the camp and inherit-
ing life eternal, and those who refused to
part with their rebellion against God, of
being put out of the camp and of suffering
eternal death with Satan and his host.

It was the plan of God that this great
day of atonement-this special prepara-
tion for entering Canaan-would not take
long. Itwas His plan that the generation of
the 1844 faithful would provide the

144,000 who would enter heaven without
tasting death. The messenger of the Lord
ofmodem Israel wrote in 1883:

" Had Adventists, after the Great Dis-
appointment in 1844, held fast their faith,
and followed on unitedly in the opening
providence ofGod, receiving the message
of the third angel and in the power of the
Holy Spirit proclaiming it to the world,
they would have seen the salvation of
God, the Lord would have wrought might-
ily with their efforts, the work would have
been completed, and Christ would have
come ere this to receive His people to

their reward." Ibid.
In 1859, the sarne messenger of the

Lord had intimated that modem Israel
could have entered into the Promised
Land within a few years if the revival
started in response to the Laodicean mes-
sage of 1856 had continued:
"I was shown that the testimony to the

Laodieeans applies to God's people at the
present time, and the reason it has not
accomplished a greater work is because of
the hardness of their hearts.... Nearly all
believed that this message would end in
the loud cry ofthe third angel. But as they
failed to see the powerful work accom-
plished in a short time, many lost the
effect of the message. I saw that this
message would not accomplish its work in
a few short months. It is designed to
arouse the people of God, to discover to
them their backslidings, and to lead to
zealous repentance, that they may be fa-
vored with the presence of Jesus, and be
fitted for the loud cry of the third angel.
As this message affected the heart, it led
to deep humility before God. Angels were
sent in every direction to prepare unbe-
lieving hearts for the truth. The cause of
God began to rise, and His people were
acquainted with their position. If the
counsel of the True Witness had been
fully heeded, God would have wrought
for His people in greater power." Testi-
monies, vol. I, 186-187.

In 1896 Ellen White wrote that the

light of the loud cry that was to have
lightened the whole earth was resisted and
rejected by us in 1888. See Selected Mes-
sages, book 1,234-235.
"If those who claimed to have a living

experience in the things ofGod had done
their appointed work as the Lord or-
dained, the whole world would have been
warned ere this, and the Lord Jesus would
have come in power and great glory."
Review andHerald, October 6, 1896.

Thus, there is not an apparent delay in
the entrance of Israel into heaven, it is an
actual delay. God tells us that we, as did

ancient Israel, have had to remain outside
of Canaan many more years because of
insubordination. He warns us not to add
sin to sin by saying that our disobedience
has not caused a delay and that Christ's
second coming is for a pre-appointed time
which we cannot hasten:
"His people have been far behind.

Human agencies under the divine plan-
ning may recover something of what is
lost because the people who had great
light did not have corresponding piety,
sanctification, and zeal in working out
God's specified plans. They have lost to
their own disadvantage what they might
have gained to the advancement of the
truth if they had carried out the plans and
will of God. Man cannot possibly stretch
over that gulf that has been made by the
workers who have not been following the
divine Leader. We may have to remain here
in this world because of insubordination
many more years, as did the children of
Israel, but for Christ's sake, His people
should not add sin to sin by charging God
with the consequence of their own wrong
course of action." Spalding-Magan's Un-
published Manuscript Testimonies of El-
len G. White, 202.

The sarne sins of ancient Israel at
Kadesh Barnea, that caused a forty-year
delay in their entrance into Canaan have
caused a greater than one-hundred-year
delay in our entrance into heaven:
"For forty years did unbelief, mur-
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I t is the unbelief, the worldliness,unconsecration, and strife among the Lord's
professed people that have kept us in this world
of sin and sorrow so many years.

muring, and rebellion shut out ancient
Israel from the land of Canaan. The same
sins have delayed the entrance of modem
Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither
case were the promises of God at fault. It
is the unbelief, the worldliness, unconse-
cration, and stri re among the Lord's pro-
fessed people that have kept us in this
world of sin and sorrow so many years."
Selected Messages, book 1,69.

Just as did ancient Israel, we of mod-

ern Israel have been attempting to force
our way into Canaan by using our own
human wi$dom. strength, and plans.
Rather than following God's directives in
how to operate His institutions in order to
finish" His work" on earth, we have been
operating His health and educational insti-
tutions in many ways like the world. We
have tended to pattern our dress, diet, and
leisure activities atter the outward adorn-
ing, appetite-gratifying, and competitive
sports activities of the world, rather than
to obey the counsels of the Lord.

Our spiritual discernment has de-
creased to the point that wc are advertis-
ing our pluralism of beliefs in books that
describe and promote five versions of the
gospel. The new converts among us ask
themselves, '" Who has the truth?" We are
trying to ., tinish the Lord's work" by
carrying a gospel to the world that too
often claims full obedience to God-vic-
lory over all sin in this life-is not possi-
ble. By our disobedient lifestyles and
disobedient methods 01" operating His in-
stitutions and of doing His work, we are
saying to potential and to new converts
that the gospel allows us to decide which
instructions of the Lord need to be
obeyed. Thus we are teaching a false
gospel in our human-planned, human-
wisdom methods of living and working,
in OUf attempts to "finish the Lord's
work." We have yet to learn the crucial
lessons of the gospel-the messages of
righteousness by I"aith and of the three
angels:

"The gospel of good news was not to
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be interpreted as allowing men to live in
continued rcbellion against God by trans-
gressing His just and holy law. Why
cannot those who claim to understand the
Scriptures, see that God's requirement
under grace is just the same He made in
Eden-perfect obedience to His law. In
the judgment, God will ask those who
profess to be Christians, Why did you
claim to believe in My Son, and continue
to transgress My law? Who required this

at your hands-to trample upon My rules
of righteousness? 'Behold, to obey is bet-
ter than sacri fiee, and to hearken than the
fat of rams.' The gospel of the New
Testament is not the Old Testament stand-
ard lowered to meet the sinner and save
him in his sins. God requires of all His
subjects obedience, entire obedience to all
His commandments. He demands now as
ever perfect righteousness as the only title
to heaven," The Seventh-day Adventist
Bible COll1l11entGlY. vol. 6, 1072,

Because of our confused gospel mes-
sage (that man can be righteous, finish the
Lord's work, and still be saved while
disobeying the Lord), Christ has not been
able to pour out upon us the latter rain. Hc
has not been able to capacitate us to give
the loud cry, and He has not been able to
come and to take His people horne, 10,
now these many years. We have yet to
learn the lesson Israel learned that Canaan
could not be conquered by human wis-
dom, plans, and strength. We have not yet
learned that entrance into heaven will be
given only to those who with strict obedi-
ence followed Christ'S commands.

We can gather hope from the fact that
the story ofancient Israel did not end with
the wilderness wandering. After forty
years of giving repeated lessons on faith
and obedience and after the rebellious
generation died without entering Canaan,
Christ brought the children of Israel once
more to the border of the Promised Land.
The Jordan River, overtlowing with
spring floods and, humanly impassable,
was between them and their promised

inheritance. Moses, God's messenger,
was dead, but the Lord appeared to Joshua
with the message, "Arise, go over this
Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the
land which I do give to them, evcn to the
children of Israel." Joshua I :2. Success in
their possessing the Promised Land was
dependcnt upon their strict obedience to
God's counsels given through His mes-
senger Moses, as well as to the present
instructions to Joshua. See Joshua 1:7;
3:7-13.

As the now trusting and obedient hosts
of Israel, led by the priests with the ark, as
instructed by the Lord, advanced to the
edge of the tlooded Jordan. Christ opened
lip the river and the whole host passed
over on dry ground. See Joshua 3: 14-1 7.
The flooded Jordan was a symbol of'
disobedience-a barrier to their entrance.
only if they disobeyed God. Upon faith-
ful, trusting obedience to every word that
proceeded out of the mouth of God, the
flooded Jordan became dry ground before
ancient lsrael.

God has brought modern Israel to the
borders of the heavenly Canaan on at least
three occasions and each time we have
held onto man's wisdom, plans, and meth-
ods, rather than strictly obeying the
Lord's counsels and guidance. The great
Advent movement has had its culminating
goal delayed now for over one hundred
years. On at least three occasions our
nooded Jordan ofdisobedience has turned
us back from the Promised Land. Not one,
but several generations of Seventh-day
Adventists have had to die in the wilder-
ness without being able to be part of the
144,000 who arc prophesied to walk with
full obedience to God's will into heaven
itself. Yes, we have done worse than
ancient Israel:
"I saw that many who profess to

believe the truth for these last days think it
strange that the children of Israel mur-
mured as they journeyed; that after the
wonderful dealings of' God with them,
they should be so ungrateful as to I"orget
what He had done for them. Said the
angel: 'Ye have done worse than they.' "
Testimonies, vol. I, 129.

God is giving amessage to His leaders
today for them to give to modem Israel as
He gave to Joshua for ancient Israel some
3,400 years ago. Though our prophetess is
dead, God calls us to full obedience to His
counsels given through her, as well as to
His instructions given through the Scrip-
tures. The conditions for entrance into
eternal life are the same today as they
have always been-full obedience to



I t is clear that Christ has given us, as a people,at least three previous opportunities to
cooperate with Him in cutting short His work
in righteousness. The Lord has not delayed His
coming, but we have.

The Sin Problem

Order The Sin Problem today for just
$4.00 plus shipping.
(Please see page 3 for shipping charges

and tax information.)

the vision tarry, wait for it, for it will surely
come, it will not tarry. Although disap-
pointed, our faith has not failed, and we have
not drawn back to perdition. The apparent
tarrying is not so in reality, for at the ap-
pointed time our Lord corne, and we
will, if faithful, eXelaim, 'Ln, this is our God;
we have waited for him, and he will save us.'
Isaiah 25:9." Manuscript Releases. vol. 10,
270.

With or without us Christ will finish
His work upon this earth. There will be a
ripened harvest. Inspiration speaks of a
time when Christ will take the reins into
1-1 is own hands:
"God will usc ways and means by

which it will bc seen that lie is taking the
reins in His own hands. The workers will
be surprised by the simple means that He
will use to bring about and perfect His
work of righteousness'" Testimonies to
Ministers. 300.

One thing is certain, our personal and
corporate Jordan River ofdisobedience will
open up to a dry path to heaven only to
those who. by Christ's pardoning and ena-
bling grace, put away their rebellion against
His guidance. Fellow members of God's
remnant people, His message to liS today is
"Arise, go over this Jordan." 0

by Ron Spear

Ron Spear's latest book, The Sin Problem, arrives while
many are continuing to cloud the issues. While some within
Adventism are teaching the Evangelical gospel and making
decided attacks against the pillars of Adventism, The Sin Prob-
lem presents insights into the truths which uphold and strengthen
the very pillars that others strongly deny.

As is always Elder Spear's style, he uses the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy to shed light upon Adventism's pillars He
presents several themes which concern
the sin problem: Sin and.

• the leaven of truth
• the sanctuary
• the three angels' messages
• the Sabbath
• the wine of Babylon
• righteousness by faith
• the born-again experience
• and the great delay.

for, but to hasten the coming of the Sav-
iour." The Acts oflhe Aposlies. 600.

It is clear that Christ has given us, as a
people, at least three previous opportuni-
ties to cooperate with Him in cutting shon
His work in righteousness. The Lord has
not delayed His coming, but we have. If
we continue to fail to hasten His coming,
we are told that there is an appointed time
beyond which Christ will not be delayed:

•. We have not cast away our confidence,
neithcr have we a message dependent upon
definite time, but we arc waiting and watch-
ing unto prayer, looking for and loving the
appearing ofour Saviour, and doing all in our
power for the preparation ofour fellow men
for that great event. We are not impatient. If

every word that proeeedeth out of the
mouth of God. Disobedience to God is
apostasy today just as it was in the days of
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Elijah, and
Moses.

God is calling His leaders today to
pass on His message to Israel to "'arise. go
over this Jordan." God calls us to arise, go
over this Jordan of our disobedience.
Christ calls us today to come into line.

The Faithful and True Witness calls
Laodieea to put aside her spiritual blind-
ness and her filthy rags of man-made
righteousness and allow Him to clothe her
with His righteousness. which is full obe-
dience to God. God's true leaders today
will call His people to cease molding their
lives and His institutions after the ways of
the world.

Let us beware of those who attempt to
calm our concerns by relating the apparent
success of spreading the gospel as evi-
dence that God winks at our disobedience.
A number of fallen. professedly Christian
churches are growing just as fast, or
faster, than we arc. Even those at 'war with
God may have some measure of success:

"You may argue that you have success
as you labor. So do many who are at war
with God have a measure of success. If
some do embrace the truth while the argu-
ments you use are so convincing. it is no
evidence you are in a state of even accept-
ance with God." Testimonies on Sexual
Behavior, Adl.llteJy, and Divorce, 171.

In reference to Christ's first advent,
which was prophesied to occur, and did
occur. at a specific timc, we are told: "Like
thc stars in thc vast circuit of their appointcd
path. God's purposes know no haste and no
delay." The Desire ofAges. 32.

The time of Christ's second coming
has not been revealed to us: ,< Watch
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor
the hour wherein the Son of man
cometh." Matthew 25: 13.

We are told, however, that we can
hasten Christ's coming: .. It is thc privi-
lege of every Christian, not only to look
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Have You Oil in Your Vessels With Your Lamps?
THEN shall the kingdom of heaven

be likened unto ten virgins, which
took their lamps, and went forth to

meet the bridegroom. And five of them
were wise, and five were foolish. They
that were foolish took their lamps, and
took no oil with them; but the wise took
oil in their vessels with their lamps. While
the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered
and slept. And at midnight there was a cry
made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go
ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins
arose, and trimmed their lamps." Mat-
thew 25:1-7.

Though five of these virgins are repre-
sented as wise and five as foolish, all had
lamps. They had all been convicted that
they must prepare for the coming of the
bridegroom, and all had gained a knowl-
edge of the truth. There was no apparent
difference between the wise and the fool-
ish until the cry was made, "Behold, the
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet
him," but the true state of things was then
developed. The wise had taken precau-
tions to carry oil with them in their ves-
sels, so that their lamps that were begin-
ning to bum dimly might be replenished
with oil; but the foolish had not provided
for this emergency, and now they made an
earnest, distressed petition to those who
were wise. "And the foolish said unto the
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wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps
are gone out." Verse 8. They had ne-
glected to prepare themselves to meet the
bridegroom, and now turned to those who
had provided themselves with oil. "But
the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest
there be not enough for us and you: but go
ye rather to them that sell, and buy for
yourselves." Verse 9.

In reading this parable one cannot but
pity the foolish virgins, and ask the ques-
tion, Why is it that the wise did not divide
their supply of oil? But as we make the
spiritual application ofthe parable, we can
see the reason. It is not possible for those
who have faith and grace to divide their
supply with those who have not. Nor is it
possible for those who have made a thor-
ough heart work to impart the benefit of
this to those who have done but surface
work. The parable is designed to point out
the peril of doing a surface work. Many
profess to be Christians, and for a time
their halfheartedness is not discerned. The
difference between them and those who
are truly pious is not made apparent. This
parable should awaken solemn reflec-
tions. Considering it we should ask our-
selves, Are we doers of the words of
Christ? Are we building on the Rock? Are
we, in OUf probationary time, making our
calling and election sure? We should not

I Ellen G. White I

soothe our consciences in expectation of
heaven, when we are not bearing the
distinguishing characteristics of the
Christian life. Paul says, "Examine your-
selves, whether ye be in the faith; prove
your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you,
except ye be reprobates?" 2 Corinthians
13:5.
All the ten virgins appeared to be

ready for the coming of the bridegroom,
and yet the test brought out the fact that
five were unready. Those who have true
piety esteem and revere the law of God.
Through the grace of Christ they exem-
plifY the principles of the law in their
lives, and will not willfully break any of
the commandments of God. They realize
that" to obey is better than sacrifice, and
to hearken than the fat of rams." I Samuel
15:22. They yield to Christ, who leads
men to repentance ofsin, who pardons the
penitent soul, and clothes him with His
own righteousness. The converted soul
has a hatred of sin; he does not indulge in
self-complacency, self-love, self-suffi-
ciency, nor pass on day after day, claim-
ing to be a Christian, and yet bringing
dishonor upon Christ by misrepresenting
Him in character. Those who make this
mistake, and pass on filled with self-right-
eousness, have not in reality made the first



H ow do we conduct ourselves under the test
and proving ofGod? Do our lamps go out?

or do we still keep them burning? Are we
prepared for every emergency by our connection
with Him who is full ofgrace and truth?

step heavenward. The ftrst step toward
heaven is conviction of sin, the second is
repentance and obedience. True piety
never exalts self.
'The foolish virgins do not represent

those who are hypocritical. They had a
regard for truth; they advocated the truth;
they were intending to go forth to meet the
bridegroom. They are attached to those
who believe the truth, and go with them,
having lamps, which represent a knowl-
edge of the truth. When there was a
revival in the church, their feelings were
stirred; but they failed to have oil in their
vessels because they did not bring the
principles of godliness into their daily life
and character. They did not fall upon the
Rock Christ Jesus, and permit their old
nature to be broken up. This class is
represented also by the stony-ground
hearers. Christ said: "Behold, a sower
went forth to sow; and when he sowed,
some seeds fell by the way side, and the
fowls came and devoured them up: some
fell upon stony places, where they had not
much earth: and forthwith they sprung up,
because they had no deepness of earth."
Matthew 13:3-5. Jesus explains these
stony-ground hearers, and says, "But he
that received the seed into stony places,
the same is he that heareth the word, and
anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not
root in himself, but dureth for a while: for
when tribulation or persecution ariseth
because of the word, by and by he is
offended." Verses 20-21.

Many receive the truth readily, but they
fail to assimilate truth, and its influence is not
abiding. They are like the foolish virgins,
who had no oil in their vessels with their
lamps. Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit,
which is brought into the soul through faith
in Jesus Christ. Those who earnestly search
the Scriptures with much prayer, who rely
upon God with fum faith, who obey His
commandments, will be among those who
are represented as wise virgins. The teach-
ings ofthe Word ofGod are not yea and nay,
but yea and amen. The requirement of the
gospel is far-reaching. Says the apostle,
"Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in
the name ofthe Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God and the Father by him." Colossians
3:17. "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God." 1 Corinthians 10:31. Practical piety
will not be attained by giving the grand truths
ofthe Bible a place in the outer courts ofthe
heart. The religion of the Bible must be
brought into the large and the little affairs of
life. It must furnish the powerful motives and
principles that will regulate the Christian's

character and course ofaction.
Human nature is depraved, and is

justly condemned by a holy God. But
provision is made for the repenting sinner,
so that by faith in the atonement of the
only begotten Son ofGod, he may receive
forgiveness of sin, frnd justification, re-
ceive adoption into the heavenly family,
and become an inheritor of the kingdom
of God. Transformation of character is
wrought through the operation ofthe Holy
Spirit, which works upon the human
agent, implanting in him, according to his
desire and consent to have it done, a new

nature. The image of God is restored to
the soul, and day by day he is strength-
ened and renewed by grace, and is enabled
more and more perfectly to reflect the
character of Christ in righteousness and
true holiness.

The oil so much needed by those who
are represented as foolish virgins, is not
something to be put on the outside. They
need to bring the truth into the sanctuary
ofthe soul, that it may cleanse, reftne, and
sanctify. It is not theory that they need; it
is the sacred teachings ofthe Bible, which
are not uncertain, disconnected doctrines,
but are living truths, that involve eternal
interests that center in Christ. in Him is
the complete system of divine truth. The
salvation of the soul, through faith in
Christ, is the ground and pillar of the
truth. Those who exercise true faith in
Christ make it manifest by holiness of
character, by obedience to the law ofGod.
They realize that the truth as it is in Jesus
reaches heaven, and compasses eternity.
They understand that the Christian's char-
acter should represent the character of
Christ, and be full of grace and truth. To
them is imparted the oil of grace, which
sustains a neverfailing light. The Holy
Spirit in the heart of the believer makes
him complete in Christ. It is not a decided
evidence that a man or a woman is a
Christian because he manifests deep emo-
tion when under exciting circumstances.
He who is Christlike has a deep, deter-

mined, persevering element in his soul,
and yet has a sense of his own weakness,
and is not deceived and misled by the
devil, and made to trust in himself. He has
a knowledge of the Word of God, and
knows that he is safe only as he places his
hand in the hand of Jesus Christ, and
keeps a ftrm hold upon Him.

Character is revealed by a crisis.
When the earnest voice proclaimed at
midnight, "Behold, the bridegroom
cometh; go ye out to meet him," (Mat-
thew 25 :6), the sleeping virgins roused
from their slumbers, and it was seen who

had made preparation for the event. Both
parties were taken unawares, but one was
prepared for the emergency, and the other
was found without preparation. Character
is revealed by circumstances. Emergen-
cies bring out the true metal of character.
Some sudden and unlooked-for calamity,
bereavement, or crisis, some unexpected
sickness or anguish, something that brings
the soul face to face with death, will bring
out the true inwardness of the character. It
will be made manifest whether or not
there is any real faith in the promises of
the Word ofGod. It will be made manifest
whether or not the soul is sustained by
grace, whether there is oil in the vessel
with the lamp.

Testing times come to all. How do we
conduct ourselves under the test and prov-
ing of God? Do our lamps go out? or do
we still keep them burning? Are we pre-
pared for every emergency by our connec-
tion with Him who is full of grace and
truth? The five wise virgins could not
impart their character to the five foolish
virgins. Character must be formed by us
as individuals. It cannot be transferred to
another, even if the possessor were will-
ing to make the sacrifice. There is much
we can do for each other while mercy still
lingers. We can represent the character of
Christ. We can give faithful warnings to
the erring. We can reprove and rebuke,
with all long-suffering and doctrine,
bringing the doctrines of Holy Writ home
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lo the heart. We can give heartfelt sympa-
thy. We can pray with and for one an-
other. By living a circumspect life, by
maintaining a holy conversation, we may
give an example of what a Christian
should be; but no person can give to
another his own mold ofcharacter. Let us
duly consider the fact that we are to be
saved, n01 as companies, but as individu-
als. We shall be judged according to the
character we have formed. It is perilous to
neglect to prepare the soul for eternity,
and to put off making our peace with God
until upon a dying bed. It is by the daily
transactions of life. by the spirit we mani-
fest, that we determine OUf eternal destiny_
He who is faithful in that which is least, is

faithful also in much. If we have made
Christ our pattern, irwc have walked and
worked as He has given us an example in
His own life, we shall be able to meet the
solemn surprises that will come upon us
in OUf experience, and say ITom OUf heart,
"Not my will, but Thine, be done."

It is in probationary time, the time in
which we are living, that we should
calmly contemplate the terms ofsalvation,
and live according to the conditions laid
down in the Word of God. We should
educate and train ourselves, hour-by-hour
and day-by-day. by careful discipline, to
perform every duty. We should become
acquainted with God and with Jesus
Christ whom He has sent. In every trial it

is our privilege to draw upon Him \,·"ho
has said, "Let him take hold of my
strength, that he may make peace with me;
and he shall make peace with me." Isaiah
27:5. Thc Lord says He is more willing to
give us the Holy Spirit than parents are to
give bread to their childrcn. Then let us
have the oil of grace in our vessels with
our lamps, that we may not be found
among those who are represented as fool-
ish virgins. who were not prepared to go
forth to meet the Bridegroom. 0

Review and Herald, September 17, 1895.

Laodicea
Her Authority, Organization, and Destiny

by Vernon Sparks: Introduction by Ron Spear
Twenty-two chapters: 10 appendices: 384 pages

T HIS new book is a thought-provoking and
stimulating discussion of what God says
about His remnant church. Issues such as

organizational structure, purposes for organiza-
tion, why the name Laodicea, and the reasons for
and the roles of self-supporting ministries.
How can we jUstifY the existence of self-support-

ing institutions that minister in areas normally
carried out by the denomination? When and how
is Laodicea shaken? What will be the end results?
Will she, or has she, become part of Babylon?
How can we know? Will there be another church?
How does Laodicea relate to the invisible
church? These and other timely questions are
specifically addressed.
Many important aspects of God's remnant

people are presented in the light of past, present,
and future prophesied events yet to take place in
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Inspired solu-
tions are presented for the problems encoun-
tered.
Order your copy of Laodicea for just $12.50

plus shipping. Please see page 3 for shipping
charges.
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Thank you for sending the book Issues
Clcrrijiedto me. After reading some ofill
must confess that there is apostasy among
us. As a long-lime believer I have wept
over "the gods of the Gentiles" slowly,
but surely. being invited into our homes
and churches.

What is the answer to our great prob-
lems? The answer is in Matthew 5. Every
one of us (including myself) must fall on
our knees with our face to the ground and
cry out to God from the depths of our
souls. We must hungcr and thirst for His
righteousness as a drowning man for air.
Wc nced to hungcr for a pure heart, and
come to the place that we would sooner
die than sin again. We need to pray every
hour that God will take away the pride and
sell"that hides deep in our hearts.

HC, California

Thank you lor the very valid articles in
Our Firm Foundation. I do believe that
we in South Africa have been blessed to a
large degree by our isolation and that we
have not been subject 10 apostasy as is the
case in the North American Division and
Australia. We have, however, not escaped
it entirely as it is coming into the churches
now, but at least I feel more prepared to
meet it as a result of your articles. It has
saddened my mother and me, but we are
doing more personal study than before.

MS, South Aji"ica

The articles [in Ol/r Firm FOl/ndation]
have been very inspiring and uplifting. I
am encouraged to know that the truth is
being published without sugar coating.

I know that Jesus is truly on His way
back. I look forward to His return. I am
praying that the information through your
articles will touch many others.

DW, Mississippi

Responses to Earlh's Filial Warning

I just got a great blessing from reading
Earth's Final Warning. How inspiring it

is! I want the book The Great Contro-
and I would appreciate your free

Bible studies and free literature-Rome's
Challenge and Heralds of Peace. This is
an answer to prayer. Please continue to
send me your literature. AP. Ca/({ornio

The popes new book.- Beyand the
Threshold of Hope, seems to contradict
much about what is written on the Papacy
in the current tabloid Ea,.,/t·s Final Warn-
ing.

The Catholic Church, acknowledging
past mistakes and sins through its many
ministers, has asked for forgiveness and
mercy. It also has opted in many situ-
ations today to I'ollow the Holy Spirit and
to rebuild the Body of Christ on earth. As
an institution and physical power, it seems
to no longer enhance itself. But rather for
the most part it works lor the kingdom of
God to embrace all people on earth.

DP. California

Some time ago I received your linle
newspaper about ,. A New World Order Is
Coming:' I like the news about the New
World Order. If I hadn't read the paper or
received it I wouldn't have known about
it. It scared me very much. I am a Chris-
tian. I study the Bible on Sunday after-
noon with other ladies. I would like your
free Bible study course as well as the
other free literature offered. WA, Idaho

I found your paper one day in my mail
box. I became very interested in reading
about what is coming because we are
living in the last days. I want to know
more about this Beast. And I want to take
up the Bible course. I am requesting
Rome's Challenge and Heralds ofPeace.

LT. California

Your newsletter, Earth's Final Warn-
ing, came to my door-thank you. I be-
lieve the seventh day is the Lord's day and
that we must worship Him on that day. I
have searched the first and second ehap-

ters of Genesis regarding the seventh day.
How do I get to know the name of that
special day? Ilow do we know for sure the
first, third, or last? I truly want to obey
God by keeping that special command-
ment. Please send me Rome's Challenge,
Heralds of Peace, and also Ihe Bible
studies. Can you also please verily. Is it
true that the world as we know it now will
end by 2005? LT. California

A couple ofmonths ago I received one
or your publications on my doorknob. I
read it through and, being a concerned
Christian, was intrigued by what was in
the context of your publication. If you
could help me out, in an article in U.S.A.
Today. they wcre declaring that prominent
church feaders, such as the pope, Billy
Graham. Pat Robertson, Oral Roberts,
Robert Shuler, and others have been in
conference for the last two years to dmw
up a charter to state that each denomina-
tion would nol proselytize each others'
members. This would go right along with
what the Roman Cathol ic Church has
been wanting for generations-Protes-
tants to stop preaching the gospel of the
good news-which the Roman Catholic
Church does not do. The word Protestant
means to witness for. As a \.vitness for the
Lord Jesus Christ, we are to teach and
make known the truth aboul God and His
kingdom. By your publication I assume
you have done a considerable amount of
research concerning the Roman Catholic
Church and its objectives. If you have any
further information about what I have
stated I would be thankful for your help.

EO, Oregun

Please send me five copies, if possi-
ble, of Earth's Final Warning. I recently
found an issue in my mailbox. Afier
showing it to a friend, he was very inter-
ested in what it said. I'd like to give some
to olhers, too. Please add me to your
mailing list ifyoll have one.

KF, Washington
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The Annual Council

D URING the Annual Councils of 1973 and 1974, the assembled leaders of
the world church felt the special presence of the Holy Spirit. These
councils were characterized by an atmosphere of repentance, confession,

prayer, and recommitment to the task of heralding the Advent message to every
kindred, tongue, and people. A special appeal to the church as a whole was
published at the close of each of these councils, and they later appeared together,
along with an introduction by then General Conference preSident Robert H.
Pierson in a small pampWet entitled"Annual Council Appeals." In his introduc-
tion to these earnest words from our world leadership, Elder Pierson said:

"Brethren and sisters, the time is long overdue for this church to move into line
and in dead earnest seek the Lord for the experience that will prepare us to receIve
the latter rain, finish the work, and bebold Jesus at His second advent. Compromise
and sin must go! Christlikeness in our characters must be our constant goal.

"The experience we need must go deep--very deep. Itmust be a .thorough work
of repentancefor sin and aforsaking ofsin. ConsecratIOn and commitment servIces
at Annual Councils and in the churches are but a good beginning. The only power
that will be sufficient is the power ofthe Holy Spirit revealing the scenes ofCalvary
before us daily so vividly that we hate the sin that placed the Son ofGod upon the
cross. That view of Calvary must be so penetrating that it will lead us not only to
hate sin but to loathe it to the extent that we will forsake it.

"Ministers, teachers, medical, educational, and publishing workers, office
workers, literature evangelists, and every other denominational worker, every
church member, throughout the field-let us 'come into line.' We have sinned! Too
many of us are not living up to all that we know to be right. Let us confess our SInS
and in sincere, heartfelt repentance seek forgiveness, recOnCliIatIOn, and lastIng
restoration."

We are thankful for leaders able and willing to clearly call for such decided
action. The need of revival and reformation, unfortunately, is even greater twenty
years later. In the spirit of those who first penned and circulated these appeals, we
reprint them here for the encouragement and blessing of the members of God's
remnant church.-ED/TORS
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WEbelieve that the return of Je-
sus has been long delayed, that
the reasons for the delay are not

wrapped in mysteries, and that the pri-
mary consideration before the Seventh-
day Adventist Church is to reorder its
priorities individually and corporately so
that our Lord's return may be hastened.

We are not the first leaders in Advent-
ist history to feel the urgency ofpreparing
the church for the fullness of the" latter
rain" experience, the "loud cry of the
third angel's message," and the triumphal
return of the awaited Lord. Often God's
special messenger to the remnant people
made this appeal. Especially specific were
her words written in 1892:
"The loud cry of the third angel has

already begun in the revelation of the
righteousness ofChrist, the sin-pardoning
Redeemer. This is the beginning of the
light ofthe angel whose glory shall fill the
whole earth."Christ Our Righteousness,
56. This statement is an inspired declara-
tion that the fulfilling of Revelation 18: 1-
4, in which "another angel" joins the
three angels of Revelation 14:6-12 in
lightening the whole earth with their
glory, had begun. In the four years follow-
ing the historic Minneapolis General Con-
ference, the fresh, compelling emphasis
on "righteousness by faith" had aroused



A t this Annual Council small study groups
of church leaders have earnestly examined

areas of possible failure to follow divine
counsel.

the Adventist Church in such a way that
Ellen White could say that the "loud cry"
had begun.

One question, therefore, has overshad-
owed all other subjects at this 1973 An-
nual Council: What has happened to the
message and experience that by 1892 had
brought the beginning of earth's final
message ofwarning and appeal?

Although in our earnest search for
answers we have no disposition to blame
those to whom the message first came, nor
those who have led in the work from then
until now, we have been detennined to
discover any pitfalls in our past history
that may be avoided today and to profit by
such lessons.

But more than all else we are per-
suaded that it is the present experience
that is of primary concern-the way from
past inadequacy to rapid triumph. It has
been" latter rain" time for many years.

We are not unaware of the fact that all
through our ranks many of our members
enjoy a rich, victorious experience. They
have received the early rain experience
and are rejoicing in the Lord. But this is
no cause for complacency or exaltation.
As a body the church still is in the
Laodicean condition as set forth by the
True Witness in Revelation 3:14-19.
Therefore, in attempting to find the spe-
cific present causes for failure and delay,
the council has noted three main factors:

I. Leaders and people have not fully
accepted as a personal message Christ's
analysis and appeal to the Laodiceans.
Revelation 3: 14-22.

2. Leaders and people are in some
ways disobedient to divine directives,
both in personal experience and in the
conduct of the church's commission.

3. Leaders and people have not yet
finished the church's task.

Response to the Laodieean Message

Because the latter rain experience has
not yet come, delegates at this Annual
Council have been driven to the conclu-
sion that the message of Christ to the
Laodiceans has not been clearly under-
stood or adequately heeded. The climax of
the sequence of events predicted in the
following quotation has not been reached,
indicating that there is yet need for a
people to fulfill the requirements of the
True Witness: "Those who come up to
every point, and stand every test, and
overcome, be the price what it may, have
heeded the counsel of the True Witness,
and they will receive the latter rain, and

thus be fitted for translation." Testimo-
nies, vol. I, 187.

The message to Laodicea involves a
personal relationship to Jesus Christ that
will produce a quality people, a conquer-
ing people, a people who, in Christ's own
words, will conquer "as I myself con-
quered." Revelation 3:21, RSV. This
message will produce a people whom God
can set forth without embarrassment as
exhibits of those who "keep the com-

mandments ofGod and the faith ofJesus"
(Revelation 14:12, RSV), a people who
have learned through experience that all
goodness is a result of being sustained by
divine power. Such people can be en-
trusted with special power because they
will use it the way Jesus used power;
indeed, in all aspects of life they will
reflect the character of Jesus.

Becoming like Jesus in word and deed
is the goal of the process called "right-
eousness by faith." "The righteousness of
Christ is not a cloak to cover unconfessed
and unforsaken sin; it is a principle oflife
that transforms the character and controls
the conduct. Holiness is wholeness for
God; it is the entire surrender of heart and
life to the indwelling of the principles of
heaven." The Desire ojAges, 555-556.

As delegates to this Annual Council
we believe that this is the heart of the
church's need-understanding and expe-
riencing all that is meant by the phrase
"righteousness by faith." Such righteous-
ness is God's will lived out by continual
faith in His power. God is waiting for a
generation ofAdventists who will demon-
strate that His way of life can truly be
lived on earth, that Jesus did not set an
example beyond the reach of His follow-
ers, that His grace" is able to keep you
from falling and to present you without
blemish." Jude 24, RSV.

Each member of the Laodicean church
needs more than a theoretical knowledge,
or even a proof-text knowledge, of the
Word. He needs a genuine and complete
surrender of the life and will to the divine

authority of the Bible and of the Spirit of
Prophecy-a surrender that may well call
for revolutionary changes in personal life-
styles and in denominational policies and
practices. Every member must recognize
that he has a part in either hastening or
delaying the coming ofChrist. Says God's
servant: "When the character of Christ
shall be perfectly reproduced in His peo-
ple, then He will come to claim them as
His own." Christ's Object Lessons, 69.

Disobedient to Divine Directives

As church leaders at this Annual
Council, we have faced honestly the fact
that there are inconsistencies between the
church's preaching and its practices, and
to allow these inconsistencies to continue
will automatically delay the completion of
the church's mission and the coming of
Christ.

God has in love sent to the Seventh-
day Adventist Church inspired counsels
that illuminate and apply the words of
Scripture. These counsels cover about
every conceivable facet ofChristian expe-
rience and witness. As Seventh-day Ad-
ventists we cannot plead ignorance of
God's will concerning His expectations,
either for the individual or for the church.
If we ignore or reject God's counsels, this
may well be defined as an act of insubor-
dination, which will affect our relation to
the coming of the Lord. In the words of
God's servant: .. We may have to remain
here in this world because of insubordina-
tion many more years, as did the children
oflsrael." Evangelism, 696.

At this Annual Council small study
groups of church leaders have earnestly
examined areas of possible failure to fol-
low divine counsel. They have pointed up
the need for greater care in Sabbath ob-
servance, in stewardship ofGod's gifts, in
guarding the avenues of the soul, and in
practicing the broad and specific princi-
ples of healthful living. On the latter
question they have taken seriously the
inspired statement: "This is a work that
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God cannot send the Spirit in His fullness
while people disregard the counsels He

has graciously sent through that same Spirit,
the Spirit of Prophecy.

will havc to bc done be rare His [God's]
people can sland before Him a perfected
people." Testimonies, vol. 9, 154.

These study groups also have pointed to
evidences of sagging morality, including a
more casual attitude toward divorce and
remarriage. Concern has been expressed
over the increasing tendency to imitate the
world in dress and ornamentation.

These study groups have examined the
whole spectrum or Seventh-day Adventist

institutional work and have pointed to evi-
dences that some institutions in various
respects arc losing their distinctive charac-
ter as instrumentalities for the furtherance
ofGod's work on earth. See Fundamentals
o.lChristion Education, 351. While eamest
efforts have been made to reform, it is
recognized that as institutions grow larger,
the diOiculty orrelorming is greater.

It is recognized that in an age of
growing social consciousness and change,
Adventist institutions may become in-
volved in worthy endeavors in which the
world also participates, while neglecting
that work which only the church of the
remnant can do. See Revieu' and Herald,
Novcmber 26. 1970.

One of the greatest threats to our
institutions of higher learning is seen in
thc counterfeit philosophies and theolo-
gies that may be unconsciously absorbed
in worldly institutions by our future teach-
ers, and brought back as the .. wine" of
Babylon to Adventist schools. Revelation
14:8-10: 18:1-4.

It is recognized that a constant threat to
spirituality grows out ofincrcasing creature
comforts. rising standards of living, and a
dcsire for remuneration equal to that
Ihcd by the world. Wrote God's servant:
"The cause ofprcsent truth was founded in
self-dcnial and .... We need
to takc heed lest we outgrow the simple,
self-sacrificing spirit that marked our work
in ilS early years." SelectedMessages, book
2,197.

As the Annual Council has reviewed
these and other aspects of the lives or
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God's people and the institutions or the
church, it has raised the question as to
whether much of this represents insubor-
dination to the authority and will or God
so clearly expressed through His Word
and the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy.
Without attempting to pinpoint areas of
insubordination, the council pleads with
God's people everywhere to respood to
the appeal for revival and reformation-to
make whatever changes may be necessary

to enable thc church to represent Christ
adequately and rulfill its unique mission.

Finishing thc Church's Task

As delegates to this Annual Council
we are much aware of one factor that
delays the coming or Christ: the unfin-
ished task or carrying the three angels'
messages to the entire world. Revelation
14 and 18. We believe that Mrs. White
made clear that Christ cannot come until
the entire world has had a fair opportunity
to hear God's saving message. For exam-
ple, she wrote: .. Had thc purpose of God
been carried out by His people in giving to
the world the message of merey, Christ
would j ere this, have come." Testimonies,
vol. 6, 450.

God was willing to bring His work to
a swift triumph following 1844, in 1888,
and again in 190 I (among other times).
Why then the dclay? What can be done
now"

In response to this question, the dele-
gates at this 1973 Annual Council extend
the following appeal to all workers and
members throughout the world. The ap-
peal is th,eerold and yet it is one:

I. Without further delay open the
heart's door fully to the waiting, pleading
Saviour. Revelation 3:20. Admit Jesus as
the absolute Ruler of the lire. Let Him
enter the heart to translonn it and to rule.
Under the innuence of the "early rain,"
live Lip to all the light you have. Put into
practice all the counsel God has given
YOLi.

2. Forsake the spirit of insubordina-
tion that too long has innucnccd individ-
ual and church decisions. This will pre-
pare the way for the renewal of the "latter
rain" that has been delayed sincc the
earlier years or our history, for God can-
not send the Spirit in His fullness while
people disregard the counsels He has gra-
ciously sent through that same Spirit, the
Spirit of Prophecy.

3. Make a new commitment to the
church's task of reaching earth's billions
with the three angels' messages. This
commitment will call for personal dedica-
tion, for personal witnessing. for personal
sacrilice. Moreover, it will call for deep
intercession with God on the pan of each
mcmber, a pleading with God for the
"latter rain" of the Holy Spirit's power
for effectual, convincing. loving witness
in deed and word.

We believc that all Heaven is ready to
do great cxploits in behalf of the church
that bears God's last call or mercy. We
believe that God has wonderfLiI surprises
in store lor every church member who
commits himself completely to Heaven's
plan for a perrected people-a peoplc that
will rcncct the imagc ofJcsLls fully.

That a genuine revival will come is
clear rrom the following statement: "Be-
fore the final visitation or God's judg-
ments L1pon the earth there wi II be among
the people of the Lord such a revival or
primitive godliness as has not been wit-
nessed since apostolic times. The Spirit
and power ofGod will be poured out upon
His children." The Greal C011lroversy,
464. That Satan will endeavor to prevent
this revival is also clear: "The enemy of
souls desires to hinder this work; and
before the time for such a movement shall
come, he wi II endeavor to prevent it by
introducing a counterfeit. In those
churches which he can bring under his
deceptive power he will make it appear
that God's special blessing is poured out;
there will be manifest what is thought to
be great religious interest." Ibid. If the
fast-spreading. charismatic movement in
the world today is the false revival fore-
cast by God's Spirit, clearly the time must
be near ror God to pour out the latter rain
upon His remnant people.

Therefore, we appeal to our church
members everywhere to join hands with
conference workers and church officers in
a great revival and reformation that will
enable God to reveal His power and glory
to a ncedy, dcspcrate world. With all thc
solemnity that we can command, we ap-
peal to every member to study God's



I f the church is to advance in spirituality tofulfill its divine mission, Christ and His
righteousness must be held up continually
before our people.

Word earnestly, to seek first the kingdom
ofGod and His righteousness, and to pray
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit for a
finished task. See Teslimonies 10 Minis-
lers, 506-512.

Time is short. "Therefore be ye also
ready: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh." Matthew 24:44;
See also SeleCied Messages, book 1,67.

The 1974 Appeal

At the 1973 Annual Council the Holy
Spirit overshadowed the assembly, re-
freshing the hernis of the delegates and
producing a deep longing for God. A
spirit of revival was felt, and the need for
reformation was seen. As a result of this
solemn experience, the delegates issued
"An Earnest Appeal" to the members of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church
throughout the world. The appeal ac-
knowledged that the church is in the
Laodicean condition (see Revelation
3: 14-22), that the character of Christ has
not been "perfectly reproduced in His
people, (Chris/'s Object Lessons, 69),
"that the return of Jesus has been long
delayed, ... and that the primary consid-
eration before the Seventh-day Adventist
Church is to reorder its priorities individu-
ally and corporately so that our Lord's
return may be hastened."

The response to this earnest appeal has
been impressive in many parts ofthe world.
Ministers have used the appeal as the basis
for sermons; and in some areas workers'
meetings have been devoted to a study of
the issues raised in this appeal. As a result,
members everywhere have joined church
leaders in the conviction that the Advent
movement's first priority must be spiritual
and theological, not organizational. Even if
we construct an ideal global enterprise,
utilizing the finest ofmodern business prin-
ciples. we may fail in our mission if we do
not understand clearly how the church is to
reach the world with its distinctive mes-
sage. The church's mission depends on
correct theology.

Clear, simple truth will call forth a
distinctive Christian experience and
style. When people understand what God
expects them to do they arc more apt to
cooperate and fulfill His desires.

As delegates to this Annual Council,
we believe that the spirit of individual and
corporate repentance that resulted in the
call by the 1973 Annual Council for re-
vival and reformation must continue to be
felt around the world; also that the condi-
tion of the church described in the 1973

appeal is still accurate, and that the need
for revival, repentance, and reformation
remains.

But if the church is to advance in
spirituality to fulfill its divine mission,
Christ and His righteousness must be held
up continually before our people, and the
entire membership must understand
clearly that God is seeking to prepare a
people who" keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus." Revelation
14: 12, RSV. Such people will have ac-
cepted the message to the Laodiceans
from the "faithful and true witness."
"Those who come up to every point, and
stand every test, and overcome, be the
price what it may, have heeded the coun-
sel of the True Witness, and they will
receive the latter rain, and thus be fined
for translation." Testimonies, vol. I, 187.

Such people will have discovered joy
and peace in knowing through experience
that the Christian'S good works are a
result of being sustained by divine power,
that the of Jesus" produces the
character of Jesus.

Such people will have contributed to
the vindication of the character of God
and the final work of senling the great

controversy: "The honor of God, the
honor of Christ, is iovolved in the perfec-
tion of the character of His people." The
Desire 0/ Ages, 671. "The Saviour was
deeply anxious for His disciples to under-
stand for what purpose His divinity was
united to humanity. He carne to the world
to display the glory of God, that man
might be uplifted by its restoring power.
God was manifested in Him that He might
be manifested in them. Jesus revealed no
qualities, and exercised no powers, that
men may not have through faith in Him.
His perfect humanity is that which all His
followers may possess, if they will be in
subjection to God as He was." Ibid., 664.
To make this glorious promise a reality in
the believer's lile "Christ has given His
Spirit as a divine power to overcome all
hereditary and cultivated tendencies to

evil, and to impress His own character
upon His church." Ibid., 671. Thc provi-
sion is complete. We are not left alone.
"God's ideal for His children is higher
than the highest human thought can reach.
'Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect.'
Matthew 5:48. This command is a prom-
ise. The plan of redemption contemplates
our complete recovery from the power or
Satan. Christ always separates the contrite
soul from sin. He carne to destroy the
works of the devil, and He has made
provision that the Holy Spirit shall be
impal1ed to every repentant soul, to keep
him from sinning" Ibid., 31 I.

The manner of life of God's people,
seen in their home, neighborhood, and
occupational circles, will demonstrate that
God is all-wise, loving, and just in the
way He governs the universe:
"The Lord desires through His people

to answer Satan's charges by showing the
result ofobedience to right principles....
"The purpose which God seeks to

accomplish through His people today is
the same that He desired to accomplish
through Israel when He brought them
forth out of Egypt. By beholding the

goodness, the mercy, the justice, and the
love of God revealed in the church, the
world is to have a representation of His
character. And when the law or God is
thus exemplified in the life, even the
world will recognize the superiority of
those who love and fear and serve God
above every other people on the earth.
It is His purpose that those who practice
His holy precepts shall be a distinguished
people. To the people of God today as
well as to ancient Israel belong the words
written by Moses through the Spirit of
Inspiration: 'Thou art an holy people unto
the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath
chosen thee to be a special people unto
himself, above all people that are upon the
face of the earth.' Deuteronomy 7:6."
Testimonies, vol. 6, 11-12.

Continued on 30
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And This Gospel ofthe Kingdom . .. Part 2

The Nature ofSin
I T is of the utmost importance that weunderstand the true nature of sin in

order that we may escape its power
and its doom.
"A terrible doom awaits the sinner,

and therefore it is necessary that we know
what sin is, in order that we may escape
from its power. ... It is of the greatest
moment that we understand the nature of
our fall and the consequences of trans-
gression." Signs of the Times, June 20,
1895.

In order to more fully understand the
true issue and the nature of sin we must
have God's definition.
"The only definition for sin that we

have in the Bible is that it is the transgres-

16 Our Firm Foundation April 1995

sion ofthe law." Ibid., March 3, 1890. See
I John 3:4.
Everything that is contrary to God's will

is wrong, but not every wrong is transgres-
sion, and thus not sin. All of the endless
deviations from God's original plan in the
creation ofthe physical earth and in the plant
and the animal kingdoms are wrong, and thus
evil, and in need of a Restorer. "For the
creature was made subject to vanity, not
willingly, but by reason of him who hath
subjected the same in hope, because the
creature itselfalso shall be delivered from the
bondage of conuption into the glorious lib-
erty ofthe children ofGod. For we know that
the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in
pain together until now." Romans 8:20-22.

Vernon Sparks

"Repent ye therefore, and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord; and he
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto you: whom the heaven
must receive until the times of restitution
of all things, which God hath spoken by
the mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world began." Acts 3:19-21.

All deviations from God's will as seen
in the natural world will be corrected and
restored by the plan of redemption. Thus
the deviations from God's will as seen in
mankind's physical nature of his mind and
body, are wrong and evil and in need of a
Restorer. They will be corrected by the plan
of salvation."And not only they, but our-
selves also, which have the firstfruits ofthe
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit,
the redemption ofour body." Romans 8:23.

These deviations from God's will in
our physical being and in the physical
world around us, are the results or conse-
quences of sin rather than sin itself.

Transgression or sin is the product of
an intelligent mind. Only creatures with
reason and choice can disobey, rebel,
transgress-sin. "Purity and impurity per-
tain to the soul. It is the evil deed, the evil
word, the evil thought, the transgression
of the law ofGod, ... that defiles a man."
The Desire ofAges, 397.
The great controversy is a struggle

between God and Satan for the allegiance
of reasoning minds. By our wills we
choose to serve God or Satan.

" Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin
unto death, or of obedience unto right-
eousness?" Romans 6: 16.

"There are but two parties in this world.
All rank either under the banner of the
obedient or the banner of the disobedient."
Signs ofthe Times, February 22, 1899.

The corrupt, lower powers of them-
selves cannot act contrary to God's wilL
"The lower passions have their seat in

the body and work through it. The words
'flesh' or 'fleshly' or 'carnal lusts' embrace
the lower, corrupt nature; the flesh of itself
cannot act contrary to the will of God." The
Adventist Home, 127.

Sin is a malfunction ofthe higher powers
of man. We sin when with our will we
cherish the desire to sin, or when we choose
to allow our perverted desires, appetites,
tendencies, passions, and propensities ofour
corrupt lower nature-the flesh-to be acted
out in our life.



There will be no excuse for those who choose
to go in error when they might understand

what is truth. In His sufferings and death Jesus
has made atonement for all sins of ignorance, but
there is no provision made for willful blindness,

"The will is the governing power in the
nature ofman. If the will is set right, all the
rest of the being will come under its sway.
The will is not the taste or the inclination,
but it is the choice, the deciding power, the
kingly power, which works in the children
ofmen unto obedience to God or to disobe-
dience." Temperance. 113.

"Evcry mind is controlled either by
the power of Satan or the power ofGod."
Manuscript Releases, vol. 12, 31.

There are two classes of transgression,
or sin-willful and unwillful. Willful sin
is knowingly going contrary to God's
will. Willful, known transgression is re-
bellion against God which results in guilt.
for which He holds us personally account-
able. Unwillful sin-a sin of ignorance-
is going contral)' to God's will prior to the
age of accountability, or ignorantly, after
the age of accountability, not knowing
that it was sin, or through lack of judg-
ment, or lack of thoughtfulness.

c'Men often commit wrong through
ignorance or want of judgment. In many
instances there is no premeditated wrong;
it is caused through a lack of thoughtful-
ness. The one who treats this as sin is
himself a sinner. There is with many a
keen imagination that makes them of-
fendcr for a word or action. But often the
onc judgcd is innocent in the sight of
God." Ibid., vol. 11,371.

Too often we commit wrongs impul-
sively, without planning to, and it may be
due to carelessness, lack ofdiscernment, or
to thoughtlessness as stated above. When
we find oursel f in such a situation, it is wise
to take, by God's grace, the path of repent-
ance and reformation. We cannot presume
to know whether or not our "sin of im-
pulse" resulted in guilt or not.
"The sin of Moses was not premedi-

tated. He was surprised into it." Manu-
script Releases, vol. 10, 159.

Even though Moses repented ofhis sin
of impulse, it still kept him out of the
earthly Canaan. See The Spirit ofProph-
ecy, vol. 1,312. We are counseled to help
each other to recognize and to gain the
victory over this type of sin. See Review
and Herald, June 28, 1887.

Christ makes atonement for the con-
fessed sins, and also for the sins of igno-
rance of His people.

"The minds of all who embrace this
message arc directed to the Most Holy Place,
where Jesus st<'lnds before the ark, making
His final intercession for all those for whom
mercy still lingers and for those who have
ignorantly broken the law of God. This
atonement is made for the righteous dead as

well as for the righteous living. It includes all
who died trusting in Christ, but who, not
having received the light upon God's com-
mandments, had sinned ignorantly in trans-
gressing its precepts." Early Writings, 254.
See Hebrews 2:3; 5:2; John 9:41; Acts 17:30.

True unwillful sin is not rebellion
against God and His law, A true sin of
ignorance does not result in personal guilt
or personal accountability, other than the
natural consequences of cause and effect.
Christ's blood atones, without our partici-
pation, for all sins of true ignorance, but
God judges us guilty for willful igno-
rance, just as He docs for willful sin.

" 'I f I had not come and spoken unto
them, they had not had sin: but now they
have no cloke for their sin.' John 15:22.
Those who have an opportunity to hear
the truth, and yet take no pains to hear or
understand it, thinking that if they do not
hear, they will not be accountable, will be
judged guilty before God the same as if
they had heard and rejected. There will be
no excuse for those who choose to go in
error when they might understand what is
truth. In His sutferings and death Jesus
has made atonement for all sins of igno-
rance, but there is no provision made for
willful blindness....
"We shall not be held accountable for

the light that has not reached our percep-
tion, but for that which we have resisted and
refused." The Seventh-day Adve11list Bible
Commenlwy, vol. 5, 1145.

"Said the angel: 'If light come, and
that light is set aside or rejected, then
comes condemnation and the frown of
God; but betore the light comes, there is
no sin, for there is no light for them to
rcject.'" Testimonies, vol. I, 116.

Also, temptation is not a sin unless we
yield to it. Resisting temptation actually
strengthens us:

"Temptation is not sin; the sin lies in
yielding. To the soul that trusts in Jesus,
temptation means victory and greater
strength." Signs of the Times, December
10, 1902; see also James I: 12.

Sin which incurs personal condemna-
tion or guilt comes in three ways:

I. We can choose to do a known
wrong deed.

" A man is tempted to sin when some
attractive object or indulgence is presented
to him, and he is drawn to overstep princi-
ple, and to violate his conscience in doing
that which he knows to be wrong." Ibid.,
December 18, 1893.

2. We sin when we choose not to do a
known right deed.

" What does the Lord say to those who
have had light, and yet have failed to live
in accordance with it? 'Therefore to him

that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not,
to him it is sin.' James 4: 17. " The Youth's
Instructor, February 15, 1894.

3. We sin by cherishing known wrong
thoughts or by refusing to accept new light.

"When an impure thought is wel-
comed, an unholy desire cherished, a re-
bellious purpose formed, the purity of the
soul is stained and its innocence is ruined,
temptations prevail, and hell triumphs."
Signs ofthe Times, December 18, 1893.

"But I say unto you, That whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his
heart." Matthew 5:28.

"The law is far-reaching in its claims,
and we must bring our hearts into hannony
with it. . . . It condemns every sin, and
requires every virtue. Not only does it de-
mand a correct outward deportment, but its
principles reach even to the thoughts and
affections of the heart. 'Behold,' said the
psalmist, 'thou desirest truth in the inward
parts; and in the hidden part thou shalt make
me to know wisdom.' [n the light of the law,
covetousness is seen to be idolatry, lust
adultery, and anger murder. No wonder that
the carnal mind is enmity against God, and
notsubjcctto His law." Ibid" March 3, 1890,

Thus sin is the result or product of
intelligent, rational beings who surrender
their will to the service of Satan. True
unwillful sins, or sins of true ignorance,
produce guilt which is automatically atoned
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The wages ofwillful sin-rebellion--consist
not in merely eternal death, but in

experiencing the wrath ofGod in the lake of
fire, ending in eternal death. The second death
will be a most awful experience.

for by Christ's blood, and the perpetrator is
not held accoumable. However, willful or
known sin is rebellion against the Sover-
eign of the universe, and guilt is registered
against the perpetrator. True sins of igno-
rance, therefore. result in no personal guilt,
while willful sin does result in personal
guilt and accountability.

The Wages of Sin

We can more fully understand the
nature of the various forms of sin if we

understand what the wages or end result
of sin is. "For the wages of sin is death;
but the gill of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23.

Inspiration applies this verse to the
second death. The first death is not the
wages of sin, for all, the just as well as the
unjust, experience it. Thus the first death is
a consequence of the first Adam's sin, and
the Second Adam's mercy. The plan of
salvation is not designed to save man from
the first death, but from the second death.

.. 'The wages ofsin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.' Romans 6:23. While life is the
inheritance of the righteous, death is the
portion of the wicked. Moses declared to
Israel: 'I have set before thec this day life
and good, and death and evil.' Deuteron-
omy 30: 15. The death referred to in these
Scriptures is not that pronounced upon
Adam, for all mankind suffer the penalty of
his transgression. It is 'the second death'
that is placed in contrast with everlasting
life." The Great Controver>y, 544.

Some persons wrongly apply the "wages
ofsin" to the firsldeath, or becomeconfused by
focusing on Christ's teaching that the first death
is a sleep, and tl,e Bible teaehing that the dead
know not anything. They conclude, that if the
first deaLh is the wages of sin, they might as
well "eal, drink, and be meny" through this
life and tl1en go to an etemal sleep. They do
not see the wages of sin as being of great
significance, and thus a deterrent to enjoying
the pleasures ofsin for a season.

But Inspiration spcaks of a lake of fire
in which those who commit willful sin,
who thus incur personal guilt, will be pun-
ished with fire as part of the wages of sin.
"And whosoever was not found writ-

ten in the book of life was cast into the
lake of fire." Revelation 20: 15.
"But the fearful, and unbelieving, and

the abominable, and murderers, and whore-
mongers, and sorcerers. and idolaters. and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake which
bumeth with fire and brimstone: whieh is the
second death." Revclation 21 :8.

The wages of willful sin-rebellion-
consist not in merely eternal death, but in
experiencing the wrath of God in the lake
of fire, ending in eternal death. The sec-
ond death will be a most awful experi-
ence.

"Christ felt much as sinners will feel
when the vials of God's wrath shall be
poured out upon them. Black despair, like
the palloI' dealh, will gather about their
guilty souls, and then they will realize to the
fullest extent the sinfulness of sin.... If
they refuse the heavenly benefit and ehoose
the pleasures and deceitfulness of sin, they
have their choice, and at the end receive
their wages, which is the wmth ofGod and
eternal death." Testimonies. vol. 2. 210.

"God sutTered His wrath against trans-
gression to fallon His beloved Son. Jesus
was to be crucified for the sins ofmen. What
suffering, then, would the sinner bear who
continued in sin? All the impenitent and
unbelieving would know a sorrow and mis-
ery that language would fail to express." The
Desire ojAges. 743.

The wicked will sutTer punishment in
proportion to the guilt of their wrong deeds.

"Those who have not, through repent-
anee and faith, secured pardon, must re-
ceive the penalty of transgression-'the
wages of sin.' They sufter punishment
varying in duration and intensity, 'accord-
ing to their works,' but finally ending in the
second death.. . Covered with infamy,
they sink into hopeless, eternal oblivion."
The Great Controversy, 544-545.

It is difficult for us to understand the
balance ofjustice and mercy and love in d1e
character of God, but His justice requires
that the punishment of the wicked be pro-
portional to their guilt. The redeemed. as
well as the unfallen universe, will accede to
justice being served by such punishment.

.. Satan rushes into the midst of his
followers and tries to stir up the multitude
to action. But fire from God out of heaven
is rained upon them, and the great men.
and mighty men, the noble, the poor and
miserable, are all consumed together. I
saw that some were quickly destroyed,
while others suffered longer. They were
punished according to the deeds done in
the body. Some were many days consum-
ing, and just as long as there was a portion
of them unconsumed, all the sense of
sufTering remained. Said the angel, 'The
worm of life shall not die; their fire shall
not be quenched as long as there is the
least particle for it to prey upon.'

"Satan and his angels suffered long.
Satan bore not only the weight and punish-
ment of his own sins, but also of the sins of
the redeemed host, which had been placed
upon him; and he must also suiTcr for the
ruin of souls which he had caused. Then I
saw that Satan and all the wieked host were
consumed, and the justice of God was
satisfied; and alilhe angelic host, and all the
redecmed saints, with a loud voice said,
'Amen!'" Early Writings, 294-295.

In reference 1O the wages of sin, God
through Ezekieltclls us that" the soul that
sinneth, it shall die." Ezekiel 18:20. He
clarifies that we do not inherit personal
guill. Each person is judged according to
his own deeds:

"The soul that sinneth. it shall die. 11,e
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of
the son: the righteousness of the righteous
shall be upon him, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon him." "Therefore
I will judge you, 0 house of Israel, every
one aecording to his ways, saith the Lord
God." Ezekiel 18:20,30.

God describes the mercy and justice
relationship in His character with the fol-
lowing words:

"Keeping mcrcy for thousands, for-
giving iniquity and lransgrcssion and
and that will by no means clear the guilty;
visiting the iniquity ofthe fathers upon the
children, and upon the children's children,
unto the third and to the fourth genera-
tion." Exodus 34:7.

Some use this and similar references
to sustain the concept that children do
inherit personal guilt from the sinful par-
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I t is inevitable that children should sufferfrom the consequences of parental
wrongdoing, but they are not punished for the
parents' guilt, except as they participate in
their sins.

enl. I-Iowever God has clari fied this idea
through His lauer-day messenger:

"God did not mean in dlis dueatening
that dlC children should be compelled to
suO'er for dlcir parcnts' sins, but that the
exanaplc ofdle parcnts would be imitated by
the children.... The effects ofa sinful life are
otien inherited by the children. They follow
in the footsteps oftheir parents. Sinful exann-
pie has its inOuenee fTom father to son, to the
third and fourth generations. If parents in-
dulge in depraved appetites, they will, in
almost every case, see Lhe same acted over in
their children. The children will develop
Chard-Clers similar to those of their parents;
and unless they are renewed by grace, and
ovcreomc, they are uuly unfortunate. If par-
ents arc continually rebellious, and inclined
to disobey God, their children will generally
imitate their example.... Thus the influence
is seen from generation to generation." The
Spirit 0/PropheGY. vol. 1,257-258.

God elarifics evcn further how our
personal guilt relates to that of our ances-
tors with the following thoughl:
"It is inevitable that children should

suffcr from thc consequences of parental
wrongdoing, but they arc not punished for
the parents' guilt, except as they p01"ici-
pale in their sins." Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, 306. Emphasis supplied.

It is truc that many of us will suffer the
first deadl and many trials, tribulations, and
deprivations beeause of thc sins of Adana,
parents, and even strangers about us, but only
as we personally participate in sin are we
sinners and hcld personally guilty before
God, and dlUS to be punished for our guilt.

Many professed Christians believe in the
doctrine of original sin-that we are oorn
personally guilty for Adana's sin. They con-
clude that each babe must be baptized soon
after birth in order to prevent punishment in
the lake of fire if it should die. To the
contrarY, Seventh-<lay Adventists believe the
scriptural tcaching that guilt is the result of
intelligent choice and baptism is for those
who arc old enough to choose to repent and
to follow Christ. Only those who knowingly
choose to rebel and to remain in rebellion
against God incur personal guilt and will be
punished in the lake of fire.

The clear distinction between sin of
ignorance without personal guilt and willful
sin with personal guilt cannal be made by
man. Wc frequently cannot know whether or
not a sin of" ignorance" was truly so or not.
When a previously committed, bUl unrecog-
nized sin comes to OUf attention, only God
may be aware ofwhether we had opportunity
to know, but had neglected to know, and are
thus personally guilty for what may appear to

us as a sin of ignorance. Also what may
appear to us as sin with personal guilt in
others may actually be the result of uue
ignorance or innocent thoughtlessness or
want ofjudgment. SeeManuscript Re/eCL'ies,
vol. 11,371, quoted above.

Only God can detennine the age of
accountability in a child. But since Christ
gives to every son and daughter ofAdana, at
birth, a measure of spiritual power, ofdesire
for good, and some ray of divine the
conOict between good and evil, therefore,
begins from the earliest moments of reason
and only intensifies at the time ofconversion.
We are told. "Eternal vigilance must be
manifested with regard to our children. With
his manifold devices Satan begins to work
with their tempers and their wills as soon as
they arc born." The Adventist Home, 202.
Thus the ability to choose right-submission
to divine authority-or \NTong-rebellion
against authority-and thus to incur personal
guilt or innocence begins at an early age.
Because of these many factors and our
inability to know whcther guilt is accounted
by God for previously unrecognized sins, it
behooves us to repent for all previously
unknown sin as it comes to our attention.

"Some will plead thal they lived up to the
best light that they had, and did not know that
they were sinners beforeGod. Therefore they
claim that they were guiltless, and have
nothing to repent of. But the Word of God
was plain, and all who had a prayerful,
anxious desire to understand it might have
known what was uuth; and for this sin of
ignorance God will demand an offering as
uuly as in the days of Moses--<:ven the
offering ofa broken and contrite heart. With
the Bible in our hands we ought all to
and practice thc uuth." Signs 0/ {he Times.
July 22, 1880.

The only clear example given by Inspi-
ration of humanity that never exercises any
power of free choice, and thus never gener-
ates any personal accountability for sin or
guill, is that of slaves who have been kept
on, or lower than, the spiritual, moral, and
mental levels of the dumb beasts. They will

nOI bc resurrccted from the first dcath for
any punishment for their transgressions.
They will be as though they never were:

"God cannot take to hcaven the slave
who has been kept in ignorancc and degrada-
tion, knowing nothing of God or dle Biblc,
fearing nothing but his master's lash, and
holding a lower position than the brutes. But
I-Ie docs the best thing for him that a compas-
sionate God can do. I-Ie pennits him to be as
ifhe had not been." Early Writings, 276.

For a discussion of how God deals with
infants and children before the age of ac-
countability, and also with imbeeiles, see
"Justification Without Conditions?" Our
Firm Foundotion. March 1994.

Summary

Against our will, all sons and daughters
of the first Adam inherit ITom him conse-
quences of his sin which include a I.llen-na-
ture, bent toward disobedience to God. Our
lower natures-the flesh--consist of a mix-
ture of evil, as well as of good, such as
appetites, desires, passions, tendencies, and
propensities. Our higher powers of reason,
conscience, and will or choice are lacking in

knowledge, discernment, and moral power,
and in their unsanctified state they tend to be
lI11derthe control of, rather than ill control of,
the lower powers. We also inherit fTom
Adana a separation from God, which in-
creases our spiritual blindness and impo-
tency against temptation. The inevitable re-
sults of this inheritance fTom the first Adana
is that every unregenerate son and daughter
of Adana, fTom their earliest moments have
unwillfully committed sins ofignorance, and
have willfully committed willful sin and
perfonned wrong deeds, failed to do right
deeds and/or cherished wrong desires. True
sins ofignorancc eause guilt, which is atoned
for by Christ's death, without the participation
or condemnation of the perpetrator. Willfttl
transgression, however, is counled as rebellion,
and, unless repented of, will be punished in the
lake of fire in proportion to the light rejected
and will end in etemal death. 0
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them: upon their gods also the Lord executed
judgments." Exodus 12:12; Numbers 33:4.

Each plague was designed by the Lord to
destroy the confidence of ti,e Egyptians in
the power and protection oftheir gods, and to
reveal to them the Creator as the God of the
Hebrews, that even the creature-objects of
their worship were under His control. "The
Lord would give the Egyptians an opportu-
nity to see how vain was the wisdom oftheir
mighty men, how feeble the power of their
gods, when opposed to the commands of
Jehovah. He would punish the people of
Egypt for their idolatry, and silence their
boasting ofthe blessings received from their
senseless deities. God would glorilY His own
name, that other nations might hear of His
power and tremble at His mighty acts, and
thatHis people might be led to turn from their
idolatry and render Him pure worship."
Patriarchs andProphets, 263.

The First Miracle

"And Aaron cast down his rod before
Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it
became a serpent. Then Pharaoh also called
the wise men and the sorcerers: now the
magicians of Egypt, they also did in like
manner with their enchantments. For they
cast down every man his rod, and they
became serpents: but Aaron's rod swal-
lowed up their rods." Exodus 7: I0-12.

When Moses and Aaron appeared in the
court ofPharaoh claiming to be the spokes-
men of the God of the Hebrews, he de-
manded a miracle as the evidence of their
office. Miracles are the usual credentials of
a prophet or a messenger of God. The
magicians of Egypt, as agents of Satan,
pertonned counterfeit miracles to prove
their claim. Their rods were doubtless
charmed and stiffened serpents which
looked like rods. This was a common trick
of the magicians of Egypt. See Descrip-
tions de ['Egypte, vol. I, 159. They were
jugglers and tricksters ofthe first class, and
their"miracles" were counterfeits and" ly-
ing wonders" as are all ofSatan's miracles.
"Even him, whose coming is after the
working of Satan with all power and signs
and lying wonders." 2 Thessalonians 2:9.

The greatest tricksters of the world
today are found in Cairo, Egypt. Only
God can create. The final result of this test
proved the superiority of Israel's God.
When God began to work for the deliver-
ance of His people, Satan performs mir-
acles to deceive the Egyptians and to
counter the work ofGod for the salvation
ofHis people. See Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, 264-265.

brews hath met with us: let us go, we pray
thee, three days' journey into the desert,
and sacri fice unto the Lord our God; lest
he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the
sword." Exodus 5:2-3. The Egyptians
had doubtless taunted the Israelites re-
garding the weakness of their God be-
cause He was not able to deliver them
from bondage. They boasted that their
gods had brought victory and prosperity
to the nation.

God's Answer

The Judgments ofGod
THE persecution of God's people in

Egypt brought upon the persecu-
tors the wrath of God, which was

mani fested in ten plagues, which were
poured out just before the deliverance of
[srael. "And I will stretch out my hand,
and smite Egypt with all my wonders
which I will do in the midst thereof: and
after that he will let you go." Exodus
3:20. These plagues were not only to
punish the persecutors, but to prove that
the God of Israel was mightier than the
gods of the Egyptians. Harach was the
supreme pontiff, or the Pontifex Maximus,
of the pagan rei igion of Egypt. All idola-
trous nations attributed their success in
war to the superiority of their gods over
those of their enemies. Pharaoh chal-
lenged ti,e God of the Hebrews. "And
Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I
should obey his voice to let Israel go? I
know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel
go. And they said, The God of the He-

God's answer to the challenge of Phar-
aoh was the ten plagues, which were punish-
ments of the gods of Egypt. "For I will pass
through the land ofEgypt this night, and will
smite all the firstbom in the land of Egypt,
both man and beast; and against all the gods
of Egypt! wiJI execute judgment: ! am the
Lord." "For ti,e Egyptians buried all their
fIrstborn, which the Lord had smitten among

Tay1or Bunchi
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The greatest tricksters of the world today are
found in Cairo, Egypt. Only God can

create. The final result of this test proved the
superiority ofIsrael's God.

The First Plague

"And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say
unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out
thine hand upon the waters ofEgypt, upon
their streams, upon their rivers, and upon
their ponds, and upon all their pools of
water, that they may become blood; and
that there may be blood throughout all the
land ofEgypt, both in vessels ofwood, and
in vessels of stone. And Moses and Aaron
did so, as the Lord commanded; and he
lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that
were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh,
and in the sight of his servants; and all the
waters that were in the river were turned to
blood." Exodus 7:19-20.

The Egyptians considered the Nile as
sacred, and Pharaoh probably went out to it
each morning to worship it as a god-Keil.
It was known as "the Nile-god" and was
identified with Ammon-Ra. It was said to
be "self-created" and was sometimes
called" the father ofall the gods" and "the
chief of the waters." The whole nation
depended on the River Nile for their water
supply, and the very existence of the king-
dom was dependent on its yearly overflow.
"The beneficent Nile, the very life of the
state of the people."-Stanley. It is only
natural therefore that a pagan people who
worshiped the powers of nature should
make a god of this great river. Even many
ofthe creatures that lived in its waters were
considered sacred and were objects ofwor-
ship. The Egyptians bathed in and drank its
waters with reverence and delight believing
them to have healing virtues.

The first plague covered"all the land
of Egypt." The "streams" doubtless refer
to the branches of the Nile in its delta, of
which there were seven according to
Herodotus. The" rivers" probably refer to
the canals, the "ponds" to the natural and
artificial lakes and reservoirs and cisterns.
A partial remedy was found in digging for
clear water in the sand, or no one could
have lived through the seven days the
plague continued. The death of the fish of
the river cut off one of their chief food
supplies. According to Birch, the Egyp-
tians lived to a large extent on fish. See
Egypt from the Earliest Times, 45. This
was one reason that the river was wor-
shiped. That which they looked upon as
their greatest benefactor was turned into a
curse.

The Plague of Frogs

" And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say
unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with

thy rod over the streams, over the rivers,
and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come
up upon the land of Egypt. And Aaron
stretched out his hand over the waters of
Egypt; and the frogs carne up, and covered
the land ofEgypt." Exodus 8:5-6.

Frogs were regarded as sacred by the
Egyptians because they lived in the River
Nile and were considered the emblem of
creative power. One of their gods was
called "Heka," and was a frog-headed
goddess. The description of these frogs is

identical with a species in Egypt today
called "Rana Mosaica" .... They are
very loathsome creatures that crawl in-
stead of hop, and which croak constantly.
During the plague they were everywhere
and could not be killed because they were
sacred. They even entered the "ovens" or
baking pans. In Egypt the young frogs
come out of the Nile in September, and
are sometimes so numerous as to be a
menace even today. There are historical
records of communities where frogs be-
came such a menace that the people had to
flee the country to escape them.

The Third Plague

"And the Lord said unto Moses, Say
unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite
the dust of the land, that it may become
lice throughout all the land of Egypt."
Exodus 8: 16. "Mosquitoes." -Sept.
"Gad-flies."-Fenton.

Many' Bible students believe that the
weight ofthe authority is in favor ofrender-
ing the original word, "kinnim," "gnats,"
or "mosquitoes." Geikie says the original
word means various kinds of poisonous
insects. Herodotus, Philo, Wilkinson, and
others tell of the great mosquito pests of
Egypt, especially in the fall, usually in
October, when the receding waters of the
Nile leaves pools of water over the low-
lands. They also annoy the beasts. Kalisch
wrote of the mosquitoes in Egypt: "Mos-
quitoes molest especially beasts as oxen
and horses, flying into their eyes and oos-

trils, driving them to madness and fury, and
sometimes even torturing them to death."
Sir Samuel Baker tells of a tick in Egypt
that lives in the sand and is about the size of
a grain ofsand in its natural state, but swells
up while sucking blood, and "is the greatest
enemy ofman and beast."

This plague was a severe blow to
Egyptian idolatry, for while it lasted, no
act of worship could be performed. "No
one could approach the altars of Egypt
upon whom so impure an insect harbored,

and the priests, to guard against the slight-
est risk ofcontamination, wore only linen
garments, and shaved their heads and
bodies every day."-{)Ieik. "Every third
day." -Herodotus. The first two plagues
came from the water and the third came
from the earth, which was also worshiped.
The magicians who had imitated the first
two plagues now give up the contest and
acknowledge their defeat.

The Plague of Flies

" And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise
up early in the morning, and stand before
Pharaoh; 10, he cometh forth to the water;
and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Let
my people go, that they may serve me.
Else, if thou wilt not let my people go,
behold, I will send swarms of flies upon
thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy
people, and into thy houses: and the
houses of the Egyptians shall be full of
swarms of flies, and also the ground
whereon they are. And I will sever in that
day the land of Goshen, in which my
people, dwell, that no swarms of flies
shall be there; to the end thou mayest
know that I am the Lord in the midst ofthe
earth." Exodus 8:20-22.
"He spake, and there came divers sorts

of flies, and lice in all their coasts." Psalm
105:31. "A mixture ofnoisome beasts."-
Margin. "The dog-fly."-Sept. This is not
the common housefly but a species that
constituted a terrible affliction in Egypt-
Philo. They may have included a kind of
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The Egyptian fly-god, Beelzebub, was
reverenced as the protector from ravenous

swarms of insects which infested the land at
certain seasons.

beetle which at times appear in the Nile in
great numbers and "inflict very painful
bites with their jaws; gnaw and destroy
clothes, household furniture, leather, and
articles ofevery kind, and even consume or
render unavailable all eatables."-Kalisch.
They sometimes drive people out of tlleir
houses and they devastate crops. Beetles
were sacred to Ra, the stln-god. and one
form of Ra was a man with a beetle head.
The Egyptian fly-god, Beelzebub, was rev-
erenced as the protector from ravenous
swarms of insects which infested the land at

certain seasons. This plague demonstrated
the impotence of the fly-god to protect the
Egyptians, and Pharaoh begged Moses and
Aaron to entreat Jehovah to remove the
curse.

Beginning with the fourth plague, the
land of Goshen was severed trom the rest
of Egypt and Israel was protected. The
first three were universal and the last
seven of the ten fell upon the Egyptians
only. See Exodus 8:22-23; 9:6, 26; 10:23.
"The sevcrance is a new feature. and one
distinguishing the latter from thc fanner
plagues."-Pulpit Commentary. The
swarms of nies of divers sorts" filled the
houses and swarmed upon the ground, so
that 'the land was corrupted by reason of
the swarm of flies.' These flies were large
and venomous, and their bite was ex-
tremely painful to man and beast. As had
been foretold, this visitation did not ex-
tend to the land of Goshen." Patriarchs
and Prophels, 266.

The Fifth Plague

., Then the Lord said unto Moses, Go
in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus saith
the Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my
people go, that they may serve me. For if
thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold
them sti II, behold, the hand of the Lord is
upon thy eallie which is in the I·ield, upon
the horses, upon the asses, upon the cam-
els, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep:
there shall be a very grievous murrain.
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And the Lord shall sever between the
cattle of Israel and the callie of Egypt: and
there shall nothing die of all that is the
children's of Israel." Exodus 9: 1-4.

The fi f1.h plague was a " grievous mur-
rain" upon thcllivestock of the Egyptians.
"A deadly pest." -Moffatt. This judg-
ment was aimed at the entire system of
Egyptian brute-worship as representatives
of the sun, moon, and stars. They wor-
shiped the sacred bull Apis, the calf
Nmevis, and also hei fers, rams, g031s, and
other animals. In those days weallh was

I
reckoned mostly in livestock. The Ismel-
ites were especially a pastoral people and
the severance of the land of Goshen was
an evidence to Pharaoh that it was adivine
judgment dem0nstrating the superiority of
Jehovah over the gods of Egypt.

The Sixth Plague

"And they took ashes of the furnace,
and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses
sprinkled it up toward heaven; and it
became a boil breaking forth with blains
upon man, and upon beast. And the magi-
cians could not stand before Moses be-
cause of the boils; for the boil was upon
the magicians, and upon all the Egyp-
tians." Exodus 9: I0-1 I.

The boils of the sixth plague broke out
in blains or blisters. This is doubtless what
is referred to in Deuteronomy 28:27, as
"the botch of Egypt" which caused an
itching sensation and was incurable. It may
have been something like elephantiasis or
the black leprosy. In Egypt there were
several altars on which human sacritices
were olTered in times ofplaguc and disease,
tliC victim being burned alive. The ashes
were gathered by the priests and thrown
into the air and wherevertlley fetlthey were
supposed to stop the ravages of the disease
by propitiating Typhon, or the" Evil Princi-
ple." "The victims after being burned alive
on the high altar, their ashes were scattered
in the air by the priests in the beliefthat they
would avert evillrOin all parts whither they

were blown."-Geikie. The furnace was
the emblem of the bitter slavery and sulter-
ings ofthe Hebrews in Egypt. "And it came
to pass, that, when the sun went down. and
it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and
a burning lamp that passed between those
pieces." "But the Lord hath taken you. and
brought you folth out of the iron furnace,
even out of Egypt, to be unto him a people
of inheritance, as ye are this day." Genesis
15: I7; Deuteronomy 4:20.
This act of Moses in sprinkling the

ashes toward heaven in the sight of Phar-
aoh indicated that the plague came as the
result of the cruel bondage which con-
sumed the Israelites in the furnace of
affliction. Fire is the greatest of all germ
destroyers and the Lord demonstrated His
power by producing disease germs from
the ashes or" soot of the furnacc."

The Seveuth Plague

"And Moses stretched torth his rod
toward heaven: and the Lord sent thunder
and hail, and the fire ran along upon the
ground; and the Lord rained hail upon the
land of Egypt. So there was hail, and fire
mingled with the hail, very grievous, such
as there was none like it in all the land of
Egypt since it became a nation." Exodus
9:23-24.

This plague was a severe hailstorm
mingled with electricity and thunder. An
electric storm onen comes with hail. The
cattle and people who were unprotected
were wounded and many were killed. The
nax and barley crops, which were almost
ready tor the sickle, were destroyed. They
matured in March while the wheat and rye
harvests came morc than a month later.
Flax was used in making garments, and
according to Herodotus, the Egyptians
preferred them to clothing made from any
other material. See Psalm 105:32-33.

The Eighth Plague

See Exodus 10:1-15.
The plague of locusts is also described

in Psalm 105:34-35: '·He spake. and the
locusts came, and caterpillars, and that
without number, And did eat up all the
herbs in their land, and devoured the fruit
of their ground.n They destroyed every-
thing in the vegetable kingdom that was
lell by the hail. See Joel 2:3, 5. Many
writers tell how locusts bark the trees after
stripping them of the leaves. "Over an
area of I,800 square miles the whole
surface might literally be said to be cov-
ered with them." - Barrow. "When lheir



M any writers tell how locusts bark the trees
after stripping them of the leaves, "Over

an area of 1,800 square miles the whole surface
might literally be said to be covered with
them,"

swarms appear everything green vanishes
instantaneously from the fields, as if a
curtain were rolled up; the trees and plants
stand leafless, and nothing is seen but
naked boughs and stalks." -Volney. Dur-
ing 1932 in South Africa, swarms of
locusts 500 miles wide and 1,500 miles
long devastated portions orthe country.
"They shall fill thy houses." Verse 6.

"They entered the inmost recesses of the
houses. were found in every comer, stuck
to our clothes, and infested our food."-
Morier in Second Journey, 100. "They
overwhelm the province of Nedjd some-
times to such a degree that, having de-
stroyed the harvest, they penetrate by
thousands into the private dwellings, and
devour whatsoever they can Iind, even the
leather ofthe water vessels." -Burckhardt,
Nekes, vol. 2, 90. The Egyptian windows
were latticework which made it easy for
the locusts to enter.

Came With Easl Wind

" And Moses stretched forth his rod
over the land of Egypt, and the Lord
brought an east wind upon the land all that
day, and all that night; and when it was
moming, the east wind brought the 10-
CLlStS." Verse 13. Inroads of 10cLists arc
not common in Egypt and they come from
other countries and usually from Arabia
and Asia to the East. North Arabia is
noted for its locusts and they generally
travel with the wind. A French traveler in
Egypt wrote ofa swarm orlocusts visiting
Egypt and they came with an east wind.
Verse 14 tells us that the plague eovered
"all the land of Egypt.·' Egypt was about
520 miles long and only about 20 miles
wide in the delta. Swarms or locusts much
larger than this have been described by
travelers in difTercnt countries. According
to verse 19, the locusts departed out of
Egypt with a west wind. They left as
suddenly as they came, which is a charac-
teristic of these insects. This judgment
was directed at Serapis, whose oflice was
to prOlectthe COUlltry from locusts. Forty-
two temples had been erected in honor of
this deity. At the eommand of Moses the
locusts came. and at his command they
departed, and Serapis was powerless.

The Ninth Plague

<'And the Lord said unto Moses,
Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that
there may be darkness over the land of
Egypt, even darkness which may be felt.
And Moses stretched lilI1h his hand to-

ward heaven; and there was a thick dark-
ness in all the land of Egypt three days:
they saw not one another, neither rose any
from his plaee for three days: but all the
children of Israel had light in their dwell-
ings." Exodus 10:21-23.

The ninth plague was the darkness that
could be felt. Egypt was sometimes visited
during the vernal equinox by the 44 wind of
the desert" which was sometimes accom-
panied by weird darkness caused by clouds
of sand and dust, which was worse than
"the most gloomy night." They could not
sec one another during this plague. ,. While
it lasts no man rises from his place: men and
beasts hide themselves; the inhabitants of
towns and villages shut themselves up in
their houses in underground apartments or
vaults." These visitations of darkness usu-
ally last two or three days. The darkness
could be" felt," indicating the intensity and
oppressiveness of the darkness when the air
was filled wiU, sand and dust. There was
light in the dwellings of the Israelites. This
plague was directed at Isis and Osiris,
representing the sun and moon, who were
supposed to control the light and the ele-

ments. Jehovah in this plague summons
nature to proclaim Him the true God.

The Last Plague

"For I will pass through the land of
Egypt this night, and will smite all the
firstbom in the land ofEgypt, both man and
beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I
will execute judgment: I am the Lord."
Exodus 12: 12; see also verses 29-32.

The slaying of the firstborn of man
and beast was the most terrible of the ten
plagues. The firstbom of man and
were given special privileges and were
considered sacred. Pharaoh in his palace
was more or less protected personally
from the other plagues, but this one en-
tered the royal palace and slew the crown
prince and heir to the throne, It caused
Pharaoh to acknowledge the defeat of his
gods by a superior God, belore whose

power he yields. He tells Israel to go, and
asks for a parting blessing. See verse 32.

The Antitype

The wrath of God will be poured out
upon wicked Babylon because of her perse-
cutions of the remnant and for her idolatry
in worshiping the beast and his image
instead of God. "And there followed an-
other angel. saying, Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made all
nations drink ofthe wine ofthe wrath ofher
fornication. And the third angel followed
them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and re-
ceive his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand, the same shall drink ofthe wine ofthe
wrath ofGod, which is poured out without
mixture into the cup ofhis indignation; and
he shall be tonnented with fire and brim-
stone in the presence ofthe holy angels, and
in the presenee of the Lamb: and the smoke
of their torment asccndeth up for ever and
ever: and they have no rest day nor night,
who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever receivcth the mark of his

name." "And the great city was divided
into three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell: and great Babylon came in remem-
brance before God, to give unto her the cup
of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath."
Revelation 14:8-11; 16:19.

As in Egypt, God's wraU, will be mani-
fested in plagucs, whieh will be poured out
just before the final deliverance of modem
Israel. U And I saw another sign in heaven,
great and marvelous, seven angels having the
seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the
wrath of God." Revelation 15: I; S<-"C also
Revelation 15:6-8; 18:4-{j.

They will be similar to those of Egypt.
"The plagues upon Egypt when God was
about to deliver Israel, were similar in char-
acter to those more terrible and eX1.cnsive
judgments which arc to fall upon the world
just before the tin'll deliverance of God's
people." The Creal Conlrover,y, 627-628.
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The purpose of the seven last plagues, like
those ofEgypt, is to expose the sin of

creature worship, and prove to all that the
Creator is the true and only God.

Seven Last Plagues

See Revelation 16.
(1) A noisome and grievous sore.

Verse 2.
(2) The sea turned to blood and the

death of its creatures. Verse 3.
(3) The rivers and fountains become

blood. Verse 4.

(4) The sun scorches men with great
heat. Verse 8.

(5) The seat of the beast filled with
darkness "and they gnawed their tongues
for pain." Verse 10.

(6) TheArmageddonwar. Verses 12-14.
(7) The great earthquake and heavy

hail that leaves the whole world desolate.
Verses 17-18.

The plagues on Egypt were of brief
duration, probably falling within a year.
The seven last plagues will also be of brief
duration. "Therefore shall her plagues
come in one day, death, and mourning, and
famine; and she shall be utterly burned with
fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth
her." Revelation 18:8; see also Revelation
18:10,19; Jeremiah 4:23-27.
"These plagues are not universal, or the

inhabitants ofthe earth would bewholly cut
off. Yet they will be the most awful
scourges that have ever been known to
mortals. All the judgments upon men, prior
to the close of probation, have been min-

gled with mercy.... But in the final judg-
ment, wrath is poured out unmixed with
mercy." Ibid., 628--{)29.

Test ortbe True God

The plagues ofEgypt proved to Pharaoh
and the Egyptians that their gods were false
and that Jehovah was the true God. "And

Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should
obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the
Lord, neither will I let Israel go." "Then the
magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the
finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart was
hardened, and he hearkened not unto them;
as the Lord had said." Exodus 5:2; 8:19; see
also Exodus 7:17,22; 9:14.
"The nation had worshiped Pharaoh

as a representative of their god, but many
were now convinced that he was opposing
himself to One who made all the powers
ofnature the ministers ofRis will." Patri-
archs andProphets, 271-272.

The seven last plagues will convince
the wicked that the God of the remnant is
the true and only God. See Revelation
19:1-3; Ezekiel 38:16, 18-23; 39:1-8.
The purpose of the seven last plagues,

like those ofEgypt, is to expose the sin of
creature worship, and prove to all that the
Creator is the true and only God. The
plagues cause every knee to bow and
every tongue to confess the true God,

whom the persecuted saints have wor-
shiped "even unto death." Those who
worship the beast will find that the beast
cannot protect them, for the very object of
their worship is smitten by the plagues.

Plagues Cause Confession

The plagues caused the Egyptians to
confess their guilt. "And Pharaoh sent, and
called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto
them, I have sinned this time: the Lord is
righteous, and I and my people are wicked."
"Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron
inhaste; and he said, I have sinned against the
Lord your God, and against you. Now there-
fore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this
once, and intreat the Lord your God, that he
may take away from me this death only."
Exodus 9:27; 10:16--17.

Even the magicians acknowledged that
"This is the finger of God." Exodus 8:19.
Thus will the seven last plagues humble the
wicked and cause them to confess their guilt
and acknowledge that God is with the de-
spised remnant. "The sons also ofthem that
afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee;
and all they that despised thee shall bow
themselves down at the soles ofthy feet; and
they shall call thee, The city ofthe Lord, The
Zion ofthe HolyOne ofIsrae!. Whereas thou
hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man
went through thee, Iwillmake thee an eternal
excellency, a joy of many generations."
Isaiah 60: 14-15; see also Isaiah49:23; Reve-
lation 3:9-10.

" Every knee shall bow to me and every
tongue shall confess.:' Romans 14:11.
"Men whom the world has worshiped for
their talents and eloquence now see things
in their true light. They realize what they
have forfeited by transgression, and they
fall at the feet of those whose fidelity they
have despised and derided, and confess that
God has loved them." The Great Contro-
versy, 655. See also Early Writings, 124.

8ible Worker Needed
location: JrI·Clties. Washington

The Waldensian Seventh-Qay Adventist Fellowship
is seeking a full-time Bible worker. They would prefer
a husband-and-wife team, but they will consider all
responses. A reasonable salary is supplied. Please
contact Doug Newton at (509) 586-8212 or the
Waldensian S.D.A. Fellowship at (509) 586-1854.
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Israel Protected

Just as ancient Israel in Egypt escaped
the seven last of the ten plagues, so will
modem Israel escape the seven last of the
plagues that fallon modem Babylon. See
Psalm 91:1-11; Isaiah 33:14-16. The
statement" seven last plagues" indicates
that there will be others before them that
will be universal. We do not know
whether there will be just three or more of
these universal plagues. The influenza
epidemic was a plague and so were the
world wars. But the seven last plagues
will fall upon the wicked only. 0



places limits on what can be heard. In other
words, because of the person's position
with the law, the law is preventing him from
being able to present his case. A person
must show that he has suffered actual ag-
grievement or injury, and that the interest he
seeks to protect is within the protective
scope ofthe statute." A statute is "a positive
law ... [that owes its] binding force to a
positive command or declaration of the
supreme power." It is also interesting to
note that a practical obstacle to this fonn of
action is the costs involved. Once the class
action has been won, then all people in the
class may claim the victory for themselves.

What does this fact have to do with the
law of the ga 'ai, and with the plan of
salvation? Let us examine what the Scrip-
tures say about Christ:

The person bringing the class action to
the court must:

(1) Be a member of the class (or
family) represented, one wbo is simi-
larly situated. Anything else would be
considered a"fiction of law."

"Who, being in the fonn of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with
God: but made himself of no reputation,
and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men."
Philippians 2:6-7.
"But when the fulness of the time was

come, God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law." Galatians 4:4.

Jesus was born into the human race, fully
God and fully man. This He did after the race
had experienced four thousand years of
sin. He was fully a member ofthe class.

(2) Not lack the 'standing to sue' by
having a strong adversary interest to
meet the requirement as limited by the
law. With the sin of our first parents our
inheritance of life was lost. We inherited
the tendency to sin. We inherited a princi-
ple that works in us to separate us from
God. So each one has come under con-
demnation of the law, and therefore has
no rights under the law.
"For all have sinned, and come short

of the glory ofGod." Romans 3:23.
But Jesus, "who knew no sin," was

not limited by the law to present our
case. How did He present our case? He
condemned sin by His life.

" For he hath made him to be sin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him."
2 Corinthians 5:21.

(3) A person must show that he has
suffered actual aggrievement in pre-
senting his case and is within the pro-
tective scope of the statute. Christ came

The 2
others of the class to join in. A repre-
sentative is simply "one who represents
or stands in the place of another," a
substitute. This type of suit is known as a
Class Action suit and is most appropriate
for situations where no lawsuit could be
brought ifeach member ofthe class had to
act independently. [n other words, it is
"An action brought on behalf of other
persons similarly situated." Another im-
portant factor is the merits by which the
case is presented. Class Action suits have
failed to be heard because" the plaintiff
lacks 'standing to sue;' that is, the party
does not have the strong adversary inter-
est to meet the requirement of the law that

======

A Representative of the Class

I N the late 1960s and early 1970s a
new form of law was instituted in the
United States known as the Public

Interest Law. The basic purpose is to al-
low private persons and groups to vindi-
cate the public interest. The term "public
interest" may also imply a large body of
people identified as a "class." In other
words, it allows one to vindicate, or jus-
tify, a class of persons. The most effective
way ofpressing this course ofaction is by
the use of a test case. But the test case
must be brought to court by a "repre-
sentative of the class" who then invites

April 1995 Our Firm Foundation 25



Christ condemned sin in the flesh, while at
the same time He vindicated the law of

God. The reality ofwhat Christ did in His life
is the reality of what He wants to do in each of
our lives-eondemn sin in the flesh.

to show that should man be restored to the
inheritance lost, he could live in hannony
with God's law in righteousness.

.. For Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust. that he might
bring uS to God, being put to death in the
flesh. but quiekened by the Spirit." I Pe-
ter3: 18.
"For he hath made him to be sin for

us, who knew no that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him."
2 Corinthians 5:21.

He was "in all points tempted likeas we
are, yet without sin." Hebrews 4: 15. God
created us in His image, even in His likeness.
It was, and still is His desire that all be saved.
And through Ilis Son He has provided a way
and ealls for all to return to Him.

"For whom he did foreknow. he also
did predestinate to be conlonlled to the
image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren. Moreover
whom he did predestinate, them he also
called: and whom he called, them he also
justified: and whom he justified, them he
also glorified." Romans 8:29-30.

It is a sad reality that" many are called,
but few are chosen." Matthew 22: 14.

(4) Be willing to pay the high eost.
<4 Being fOllnd in fashion as a man, he

humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death. even the death of the cross."
Philippians 2:8.

•• For what the law could not do, in that
it was weak through the nesh, God send-
ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
nesh. n Romans 8:3.
"But we see Jesus, who was made a

little lower than the angels for the suffer-
ing of death, crowned with glory and
honour; thm he by the grace 0/ God
should taste death for every man" I-Ie-
brews 2:9. All emphasis supplied.
"But God commendeth his love toward

us, in thaL, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us:' Romans 5:8.

The Inheritance Reclaimed I Claiming
the Victory

Christ is the Victor. He has won the
class action. By His life I-Ie condemned
sin, thus releasing from bondage all who
will partake in that victory.

"Therefore as by the offence of one
judgment came upon all men to condem-
nation; even so by the righteousness of
one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification oflile." Romans 5: 18.

"Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for
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us: for it is written, Cursed is every one
that hangeth on a tree." Galatians 3: 13.
"And that he might t1.."Concile both unto

God in one body by the cross. having slain
the enmity thereby." Ephesians 2: 16.

It was the separation from the Father
caused by sin that brought Christ to die on
the cross. It was the sin ofa fallen race for
all time that crushed I-lis spirit. But the
awtll1 results of sin had to be revealed to
the court of the whole universe for all to
see and judge. By His life of obedience
and faith that resulted in His death on the
cross, Christ condemned sin in the nesh,
while at the same time He vindicated the

law ofGod. The reality of what Christ did
in His life is the realily ofwhall-le wants
to do in each ofour lives--condemn sin in
the flesh. With Jesus. sin was condemned
in the flesh by the graee of His Father
lhrough failh, and so it must be with us.
"For by grace arc ye saved through

faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift ofGod." Ephesians 2:8.

II is "faith which worketh by love."
Galatians 5:6.

Let us return to the story of the ga '0/:
"So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his

wife: and when he wenl in unto her, the Lord
gave her conceplion, and she bare a son. And
the women said Wlto Naomi, Blessed be the
Lord, which hath not left thee this day
without a kinsman, that his name may be
famous in Israel. And he shall be unto thee a
restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine
old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth
thee, which is bener to thee than seven sons,
hath bom him. And Naomi took the child,
and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse
unto il. And the women her neighbours gave
it a name, saying, There is a son born to
Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is
the father ofJesse, the fatherofOavid.'- Ruth
4:13-17.

To complete the process, the Redeemer
took the redeemed one to be His bride. And
from that union came newness of life. Jesus
not only paid the price, but He has also
invited us into unjon with Him, and we have

OCcome, as it were, adopted into the divine-
human fanlily. For I-Ie said, .. And the glory
\\rhich thOli gayest me I have given them; that
they may be one, even as we arc one: I in
them, and thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one; and that tl,e world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them,
a, thou hast loved me." John 17:22-23.

The inheritance of the union belween
Boaz and Ruth was the lineage that begat
Jesus; the anti typical ga 'al:

" And she shall bring forth a son. and
thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall
save his people from their sins." Matthew
1:21.

"For Christ is the end [the ullimcl/e
goal, not the termination] or the law lor
righteousncss to every onc that be-
lieveth." Romans 10:4.

It is only through the merits of Christ,
by failh. that man can condemn sin in the
nesh thereby keeping the moral law:
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that

heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not comc into condemnation; but is
passed from death unto life." John 5:24.

"Believelh on him"- the word trans·
laled in the King James as believeth, is the
verb form of the same rOOl, lhe noun form
of which is translated faith, and means to
have faith. It is by faith that we stay on the
path. It is faith that enables the power of
God to work in our lives. It is faith that
enables His grace to change us.

"He lhat believeth on him is not con-
demned: bUl he that believeth 110t is con-
demned already. because he hath not be-
lieved in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. And this is the condemna-
tion, thallighl is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil." John 3:18-
19.

"1 f we confess our sins. he is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness." I John 1:9.
"And Iwill betroth thee unto me forever;



A s we study what Christ did in our behalf, we can
just a glimpse ofthe magnitude or

completeness ofwhat He did. Even in our limited
understanding we can know that His life ofsacrifice
for us is sufficient; a whole, efficacious offering.

yea. I will betroth thee unto me in righteous-
ness, and in judgment, and in lovingkind-
ness. and in mereies." Hosea 2: 19.

Summary

·'It is the work ofconversion and sancti-
fication to reconcile men to God by bringing
them into accord with the principles of His
law. I,:, the beginning, m,Ul was created in !.he
image of God. He was in perfect han110ny
with the nature and tl,e law of God: the
principles of righteousness were VvTitten
lIpon his heart. Blitsin alienated him from his
Maker. I-Ie no longer rcncctcd the divine
image. His heart was at war with the princi-
ples of God's law. 'The canlal mind is
enmity against God: lor it is not subject to the
law ofGod, neither indeed can be.' Romans
8:7. But 'God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son,' (John 3: 16) that
man might be reconciled to God. Through
the merits of Christ he can be restored to
hannony with his Maker. His heart must be
renewed by divine grace; he must have a new
life from above.1l1ischange is the newbirth,
without which, says Jesus, 'he cannot see the
kingdom of God.' .Iohn 3:3." The Great
Controversy, 467.

H Jesus answered and said unto him,

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.... Except aman be born ofwater and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into Lhe
kingdom ofGod. That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit." .Iohn 3:3, 5-6.

.. There is therefore now no condem-
nation to them which are in Christ JeslIs.

who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ .Iesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death. For what the law
could not do, in that it was weak through
the nesh, God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh. and for sin, con-
demned sin in the Ilesh: that the righteous-

ness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit." Romans 8: 1-4.

As we study what Christ did in our
behalf, we can get just a glimpse of the
magnitude or completeness of \\ hat He did.
Even in our limited understanding we can
know that His lile of sacrifice for us is
suflicient; a whole, enicacious offering to

God. .lust as His sacrifice in our behalf was
complete, so our restoration tram the defile-
ment ofsill is also to be complete in Him.
"Here is the patience of the saints:

here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus."
Revelation 14: 12. D
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The Adventist Roundtable Series
Video and Audio Tapes

• Has the New Theology raised old doubts? Do You may purchase these video tapes from Hope
you not know how to respond to doubts when you hear International individually priced at $20 per tape or as a
them from others? set of 10 for $120.

• Do you love the Word of God and appreciate the The complete series is also available on audio
present truth He has given to His church for the last cassettes for $2.50 per tape, or $40 for the 20-tape set.
days? Please see page 3 for shipping charges and sales

• Do you want to learn more about this message tax information.
by going deep into the practical, meaningfUl areas of
Christianity without becoming en-
tangled in all the minutiae?

If your answer is Yes to one or
more of these questions, you need
the (new) Adventist Roundtable
Series, a 20-hour video presenta-
tion of the very essence of Sev-
enth-day Adventism.

Ron Spear, Colin and Russell
Standish, and Ray DeCarlo pro-
vide answers to the vital ques-
tions in Adventism today. You and
your friends will be inspired as
the speakers share the encour-
aging truths of historic Adven-
tism.
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Early Experiences
No, 8 - Divine Providences

-The Editors

/11 /866. John Orr Corliss became a
Freeu'il/ Baptist. and in 1868, he became
a Se\'emh-day Adi'entist. He Ih'ed with the
James White for some time and
\I'as 11I1D/'ed in Sel'enth-day Adventist be-
lie!" by Joseph Bates. lIe pioneered Se\!-
emh-day Adventist work in Australia as
lI'ell as in Ihe states a/Virginia, Colorado,
ami Calij(Jrnia. In the late I880s, Corliss
and A. T. Jones lI'ere thejirst Seventh-day
Ad\'entists to appear before legislawres to
plead the cause of separation of church
and state. See The Sevel11h-day Adventist
Encyclopedia. 307.

This article continues a IO-part series.
printed in the Review and Her-

ald. Janl/arv 16-March 20. 1919. in
,,'hieh John Corliss wrote of the begin-
nings of the Sel'enlh-day Adventist move-
mem, focusing on the value of
the Spirit ofProphecy as an agel11l0 unify
God's remnant people,

and having confidence in the use of water wall of defense. Among the first patients
for remedial purposes, Mrs. White de- to patronize the newly-opened "Health
cided to remove her husband thither for Institute" was a physically broken-down
rest and treatment. Three months later, schoolteacher from near Muskegon,
after he had been somewhat relieved, they Michigan, by the name of Goodloe H.
left for Rochester, on the way to Battle Bell. After a helpful sojourn at the place,
Creek. While there, a vision was given to and when his mind began to absorb the
Mrs. White, December 25, in which she religious truth with which he was there
was shown that a home for the afflicted brought in contact, he made inquiry about
should be provided, wherein those who the location ofour schools. Upon learning
wished to leam how to care for their that we had made no concentrated effort
health could be accommodated. These in that direction, he seemed inclined to
were the words of instruction received pity the oversight, and appeared anxious
from the Lord: to help remedy the situation.
"Our people should have an institution As no one stepped forward to assume

of their own, under their own control, for the initiative in the responsibility of start-
the benefit of the diseased and suffering ing a school, Professor Bell began to look
among us who wish to have health and about for some place where he could open
strength that they may glorit)! God in their a private place of education. In an old
bodies and spirits, which are His. Such an one-story, wooden building back of the
institution, rightly conducted, would be the Review and Herald office, which had
means of bringing our views before many once done duty as the denominational
whom it would be impossible for us to print shop, but was then a dumping place
reach by the common course of advocating for castoff material, Brother Bell found a

A N age-old maxim, fervently sung the truth." Testimonies, vol. 1,492- 493. place of interest to him. By inspection of
by saintly people of the olden time, The conclusion to be drawn from this this building, he discovered that the attic
"God moves in a mysterious way, is that while the servant of the Lord had could be fitted up for a boys' school.

His wonders to perform," has been fully been given some knowledge of healthful A visit to the place soon after the school
verified over and over in the work of the living, no one seemed to know just how to opened, disclosed to the writer six or eight
third angel's message. At times incidents act in the matter until an experience was lads lTom about sixteen to twenty years of
have occurred which, on their face, would permitted that would demonstrate some age, who were patrons of the effort. The
be reckoned unfortunate, but which in the method of operation. This came when the methods of teaching were so unique, with-
end clearly proved the verity afthe inspired time was ripe for action and a place was out the usual commitment to memory of
thought that" all things work together for open for occupation. The culmination of dry book rules, that every boy gave diligent
good to them that love God," (Romans the whole matter was the purchase of the attention to lesson work, and the word was
8:28), and are really acting out the purpose spacious home of Judge Graves, which soon heralded about, that Professor Bell
of His will regarding them. was situated on Washington Street in was the very best kind ofteacher.

At various times there had been shown Battle Creek, and its transformation into In due time, agitation began for the
in vision dangers attending the common treatment-rooms and restrooms. building ofa denomination school. So in the
habits of diet, and the necessity that the When we take into consideration the spring of 1872 the General Conference was
people leam simple rules of caring for closing reason offered in the foregoing induced to take the suggestion under consid-
themselves in times of physical indisposi- quotation, as one motive for the estab- eration. After some delay, the solicitation of
tion. But the full light was reserved for lishment of a health resort, it must appear funds for the enterprise was entered upon at
future needs. After a strenuous siege of plain to all just why God, who sees the the camp meetings of 1873, by Elders Butler
labor in the spring General Conference end from the beginning and tempers His and Haskell, and the neat sum of $54,000
[session], followed by a continuous strain work to meet emergencies, wanted such a was subscribed. As the pledges matured, a
in Wisconsin and Iowa during the summer movement to start at that particular time. plot oftwelve acres ofiand was purchased in
of 1865, Elder White and his wife returned Battle Creek, and a brick building three
to their Battle Creek home for a rest. One stories high was completed in the autumn ofStarting a School
morning, a few days later, while they were 1874. The school opened with Professor
taking a daybreak walk in the garden, he Up to that point no attempt had been Sydney Brownsberger as president, and with
was suddenly stricken with paralysis, made to establish schools of any grade by about one hundred students in attendance. [n
which temporarily deprived him ofspeech, our denomination, and this was proving a a short time it had a registered patronage of
and also of the use ofhis right arm. reproach to our work. But God's watch- nearly five hundred.

Knowing of Dr. Jackson's "Home on care for the prosperity of His work was After Professor Brownsberger was
the Hillside," in Dansville, New York, providing a remedy for this breach in our transferred to Healdsburg College, several

_MNMJohn Orr Corliss__
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other good men, in succession, stood at the
head of the institution, until the transfer of
the school property to the Battle Creek
Sanitarium. But the influence ofthat school
spread, and schools of various grades, from
primary church schools up to those of
college rating, were established, and invited
students to enter their portals and prepare
for usefulness in the Master's work.

As truly as God makes great oaks grow
from little acoms, when properly planted,
so we must conclude that the same Divine
Power has made to grow, from such provi-
dential beginnings, the wonderful system of
education now developed under the third
angel's message. Just as truly too, should
all recognize that God's original plan for
the proclamation of His last message to
earth's nations must have included an edu-
cational system for its fulness; otherwise
the Deity would be placed on the same level

with finite man, whose plans need frequent
revision. Believing so much, it is legitimate
to think that God knew just when His Spirit
should move the adoption ofthat part ofthe
plan, and how to secure cooperation for the
execution of His purpose.

The consummation of this part of the
plan was unquestionably in view when the
camp-meeting system was inaugurated un-
der the direction of the Spirit of Prophecy,
else how could the people have been taught
to work as a unit in missionary directions, if
continued indefinitely as separate, local
companies, to be educated by those holding
widely differing sentiment? It is not enough
simply to remember when and through
whom the truth reached us; but let us
receive as made to ourselves, the admoni-
tion of Moses to Israel near the close of
their wilderness wanderings, when he was
about to take leave of them: "Thou shalt

remember all the way which the Lord thy
God led thee these forty years in the wilder-
ness." Deuteronomy 8:2. Emphasis added.

Unless we, too, shall heed these words,
and call to mind God's thoughtful dealing
with us through all the past, we may face
the dilemma that overtookNebuchadnezzar
when he beheld with human pride the
beauty of his empire capital, and ex-
claimed: "Is not this great Babylon, that [
have built for the house of the kingdom by
the might of my power, and for the honour
ofmy majesty?" Daniel 4:30. It is indeed a
great and blessed privilege to be connected
with a work and people that God has been
signally leading throughout the years, to
unite one's own interests with the move-
ment divinely planned to prepare the world
for the Master's coming. 0

The Seventh-day Sabbath
and a National Sunday Law

by Jacob Teske

Each
$1.75
1.25
.75
.60

The Chi isliall
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Quantity
1-10 books
11-124
1-7 cases'
8+ cases'
"Case quantity: 125
See page 3 for shipping
and tax information.

The Seventh-day Sabbath and a National Sunday
Law is the most recent book to be published at Hope
International. It is a witnessing tool you will not want to
be without.
Prepared as a bulk mailer with a four-color cover. this

book is by far the most powerful presentation on the
Sabbath-Sunday issue to date. The book's 24 chapters
are easy reading for non-Adventists. and they beautifully
cover the broad spectrum of Sabbath issues.
The last chapter is followed by an appendix entitled

"Rome's Challenge." This appendix was originaily pub-
lished in September 1893, as three separate articles in
the Catholic Mirror, the official organ of the late Cardinal
Gibbons and the Papacy in the United States. It supports
the premises brought forth by Teske as it challenges
Protestantism to either uphold the Bible Sabbath that
the Hebrews and Seventh-day Adventists both observe
as their day of worship, or else
to admit their compromise to
Bible authority and to acknow-
ledge that their "mother
church" exercised her power to
change the law of God.
Order several copies of The

Seventh-day Sabbath and a
National Sunday Law to share
with your neighbors. friends,
and business contacts.
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We solemnly appeal to our church leaders
and members everywhere to think

carefully as to whether they are hindering or
hastening the return of Jesus.

1973/1974 Appeals
Continued fi-om 15

As church leaders we feel deeply that
"the image of Jesus" must be reflected
clearly not only in the personal livcs of
church members, but also in Adventist
sermons, Adventist literature, and Ad-
ventist institutions-schools. hospitals.
and publishing houses. The answer to the
query, What is di tTerent aboutthc Advent-
ist way? should be obvious to all who
come in contact with any aspect of the
remnant church. The Adventist goal is
primarily quality rather than quantity.
Such a goal is rcached not by merely
doing what other organizations call do
cqually well, whether such effort be in
health care, education, welfare, or even
sermons in evangelistic meetings or on
Sabbath mornings. Whatever an Advent-
ist docs should bc distinctively different:
"God has ordained that His work shall be
presented to the world in distinct, holy
lines. He desires His people to show by
their lives the advantage of Christianity
over worldliness. By His grace every pro-

vision has been made for uS in nil our
transaction of business to demonstrate the
superiority ofhcavcn's principles ovcr the
principles or the world. We arc to show
that wc arc working upon a higher plane
than that ofworldlings." Ibid., vol. 7,142.

The only way by which denominational
institutions, or individual prolessional serv-
ices in whatever f'ield, can produce such an
impact upon the world is first to realize that
nothing less than distinctive Christlike-
ness-apparent and inescapable to all-is
their reason for existence, and then to
cmploy only those people who can contrib-
ute to this primary reason for establishing
Adventist institutions. In the final analysis,
it is people who are to "renect the image of
Jesus liJlly." Early Wrilings, 71.

Therelore, we appeal to our members
everywhere to consider carefully to what
extent they are allowing the Holy Spirit to
mold their lives, how committed they are to
overcoming all sin by God's grace, how
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seriously they are looking to Jesus as their
example in all things. We nre well aware
that those represented by the live foolish
virgins (see Matthew 25) include Scventh-
day Adventists in good and regular stand-
ing, even church members who know well
the Bible texts to support distinctive Ad-
ventist doctrines. These I. foolish virgins"
are not hypocrites. They know much ahoul
God, but they know very little of Him as a
personal Lord who came to "save his
people from their sins." Matthew 1:21.

The wise bridesmaids represent those
who allow biblical principles to shape
their lives. Whether it be a better health
program so that they can be more useful in
God's service, morc clear-minded in sepa-
rating truth from error; or a deeper com-
mitment to Sabbath reverence and stew-
ardship of God's material blessings; or a
closer examination of those influences
that bombard the car or eye and tend to
contaminate the soul, the wise brides-
maids make a daily habit of allowing the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy to be the
standard for all conduc!. The question of

Why not? is raised less and less as the
wise bridesmaids face life's decisions
with ajoyful Yes to whatever God asks.

We appeal to all to make seriolls Bible
study, meditation, and prayer an integral
part of every day's program. We urge
faithful study or the Sabbath school les-
sons and a systematic reading oCthe writ-
ings of Ellcn G. White, especially The
Desire olAges, Chrisl's Object Lessons,
and Sleps 10 Chrisl. .Iesus spent much of
His life studying the Word and praying to
His Father for strength, and those who
"keep the commandments ofGod, and the
faith of Jeslls" can do no less.

Furthermore, Christ-rcllecting lives
arc essential to the gospel outreach. The
morc a church member becomes likc
Christ in character, the morc gracious,
winsome, and genuinely helpful he will be
in his general soul-winning activities, es-
pecially in his relationships within his
own home and neighborhood. When a

generation of Seventh-day Adventists is
truly serious about becoming exhibits of
what God's grace can do, the moment of
linal decision by the wholc world ror or
against God will not be long delayed.

That moment of linal decision for
mankind the world over, often called the
close of probation, is long overdue. God
wanted to complete His work on earth at
several significant moments since 1844,
but many or His people have railcd to
understand what He waits for; others have
been unwilling to cooperate. In 1879 El-
len White wrote: "Because the time is
apparently extended, many have become
careless and indiffcrent in regard to thcir
words and actions. They do not real ize
their danger and do not sec and under-
stand the mercy ofour God in lengthening
lheir probation, that they may have timc to
form characters for the future, immortal
Ii te. Every moment is of the highest value.
Time is granted them, not to bc employed
in studying their own ease and becoming
dwellers on the earth, but to be used in the
work of overcoming every defect in their
own characters and in helping others. by
example and personal effort, to see the
beauty of holiness. God has a people upon
the earth who in faith and holy hope arc
tracing down the roll of rast-fulfilling
prophecy and are seeking to purily their
souls by obeying the truth, that they may
not be found without the wedding gar-
ment whcn Christ shall appeaL" Te/'>'Iimo-
nies, vol. 4, 306-307.

We solemnly appeal to our church
leaders and members everywhere to think
carefully as to whether they are hindering
or hastening the return of Jcsus. Our Lord
is waiting to intervcne in behalf of His
church in ways beyond human compre-
hension, to open doors that will remain
closed to human cffort-both in the per-
sonal lives of dedicated chureh members
and in the breakthrough of public evan-
gelism that will one day startle the world
with its clearness and power.

The question, Why do we 'eep Him
waiting? should hover over every Ad-
ventist home, over every church meeting,
large or small. We believe that God is
willing to do through this generation
what He has wanted to do for many
deeadcs. We believc that He ought to be
givcn the opportunity to show through
His people today that His grace is sllffi-
cientto keep tnen from railing (see .Iude
24); that men and womcn living amidst
temptation and sin can conquer even as
Jesus conquered (see Revelation 3:21);
and that His way of life produces the



As delegates to this 1974 Annual Council,
we believe that the Laodicean message is

addressed in a special way to leaders of the
church.

happiest, kindest, most trustworthy peo-
ple on earth.
The urgency of this very late hour, the

distress of our world. the fact that many
arc "looking wistfully toward heaven."
and the dwindling days 01" each person's
own probation cry out for a people who
will arise to its task and shine. The chal-
lenge of God, issued through the prophet
Isaiah, is: " Arise, shine; (or thy light is
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall
cover the C3lih, and gross darkness the
people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee,
and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness 01" thy rising."
Isaiah 60: 1-3.

As delegates to this 1974 Annual Coun-
cil, we believe that the Laodicean message
is addressed in a special way to leaders of
the church. Therefore, with all the earnest-
ness that we can command, we appeal to all

whom God has placed in pOSitIOns 01"
leadership in the General Conference. in the
world divisions, unions, conferences, mis-
sions, institutions, and in our churches to
lead \\'orkers and IllCmbcrs into the kind of

deep spiritual experience that will enable
them "to rcllect the image of Jesus fully."
This experience will make leadership truly
effective in the proclamation of the "ever-
lasting gospel ... to every nation, and kin-

dred, and tongue, and peoplc.'l Revelation
14:6. When the Lord's servants thus bind
themselves "to live as Christ himselflived"
(I John 2:6, NEB), the day when the Holy
Spirit shall be I"elt in total lauer rain power

will be hastened, the earth will be lightened
with the glory ofthe angel ol'Revelation 18,
and Jesus will come according to His
blessed promise. 0

, What has made these people so happy?
',- ,- - • §

They have discovered the secret to true health.

But they have not always been so happy. Lucile was
not eating very well. Her nights were often sleepless
and her days were filled with anxiety. Depression was
a regular companion.
Tom became worried about his wife. They tried

traditional medicine, but it only left Lucile with more
anxiety and depression and did not provide relief. Tom
and Lucile began to search for a form of treatment in
which the approach would be more natural. would
provide relief, and would insure no loss of dignity.
Then a friend told them about Colonial Health

Center.
When they came to Colonial Health Center they

were pleasantly surprised to discover that their search

was over. Here they found concerned, caring, Chris-
tian health professionals. They also found methods that
really work, including natural foods, herbs, pure vege-
table juices, hydrotherapy, exercise, and faith in Ciod.
Tom was pleased to learn that he could be with

Lucile throughout her entire stay, to encourage and
support her.
Together they learned about the eight natural laws

of health and how to apply them to their life. The
healing experience became a spiritual learning and
growing experience for them both.
Now Tom and Lucile are telling all their friends

about Colonial Health Center.

Would you like to enjoy life again and feel the
benefits of vigorous health?
Our guests have found relief from arthritis,

allergies, candida, cancer, diabetes, eating disor-
ders, headaches, high blood pressure, stress-re-
lated disorders, and other health problems.

Call or write today and let us tell you what
Ciod's plan can do for your life and health.
We are more than a lifestyle center.

Colonial Health Center
18750 NE 63rd 51.
Harrah, OK 73045
(405) 454-6653
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Earlh's Final Warning
EnlargedandImproved

We are
pleased to

::=.:=:.:-=::.-:. announce the
latest edition

"'c.. •__ D< _".........<_ tool, ofwhich
- over three
million copies were circulated in 1994.
Ibis edition contains all ofthe previous
material plus Rome's Challenge, which is
a reprint ofthree editorials written for
The Catholic Mirror. These editorials
acknowledge that the Catholic Church
claims to have transferred the sacredness
ofSaturday to Sunday. They challenge

the Protestants to admit that there is no
scriptural basis for the change to Sunday
and that the keeping ofSunday is a
recognition ofthe Roman Catholic
Church's authority.

Ibis improved version is enlarged by
fifty percent, now 24 pages, but quantities
of2,000 or more may be purchased for
only 10¢ apiece-a price increase ofonly
twenty-five percent.

Price
uantitv Each" Bulk mailing is available for 20¢ per
2 1O 55" address, including tabloid and postage.
11-399 25. Please request our" Bulk Mailing
1-4 cases' IS. Information Sheet."
5+ eases' 1O.

'400 per case. "Please add I0"10 for shipping and handling.
Washington residents add 7.6% sales tax.

A Test and a Sign
by Ralph Larson

This little, economical tract presents the clearest explanation that we have
heard ofhow the seventh-day Sabbath is the most reasonable test ofman's
loyalty to his Creator. This tract should be circulated like the leaves of
autumn; it is a must for witnessing, 10¢ each. Discount 30% off for 100 or
more; 50% offfor 500 or more. Please add 10% shipping ($1.50
minimum). Washington residents add 7.6% sales tax.

Hope International
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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